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PREFACE. 

THE  mftinct  which  protects  our  helplefs 
offspring,  and  which  is  denominated 
parental  affection,  is  be  ho  wed  upon  all  ani¬ 
mated  nature.  In  common  with  the  human 
fpecies,  it  is  poffeffed  by  the  wild  beaft  of 
the  foreft,  and  by  the  tame  and  humble  de¬ 
pendent  of  man.  But  humanity  *,  the  de¬ 
fire  of  affifting  our  fellow  creatures,  of  reliev¬ 
ing  their  diftreffes,  and  promoting  their  hap- 
pinefs,  belongs  exclufively  to  the  human  race. 
Without  it,  in  the  advanced  hate  of  civil  polity, 
misfortune  would  in  vain  look  up  for  protec¬ 
tion,  and  the  bell  direfted  laws  for  the  relief 
of  the  fufferer  would  be  utterly  incompetent 
to  their  objefd. 

i 

*  If  the  reader  withes  to  fee  from  what  fource  the 
fentiments  of  this  preface  have  been  derived,  he  has 
only  to  refer  to  an  excellent  periodical  work,  intitle'd 
cc  B{blioteque  BritanmqueP  publifned  by  Profeflor 
Pi<det,  at  Geneve ;  in  a  late  number  of  which,  he 
wili  find  an  animated  and  well  dr^vn  picture  of  the 
Englifh  Foundling  Hofpital, 


In 


PREF  A  C  E,, 


vi 


•|m  the  infancy  of  fociety,  while  popula¬ 
tion  bears  but  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  fources 
of  fubfillence,  individual  benevolence  may  be 
adequate  to  the  relief  of  individual  diflrefs  : 
but  when  millions  are  united  in  one  corn* 
m unity*  they  may  exift  together  in  the  fame 
metropolis,  as  much  ftrangers  to  the  detail 
of  each  others  concerns,  as  we  are  to  thofe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  China.  It  is  then  that 
individual  efforts  are  incapable  not  only  of 
affording  adequate  relief  to  the  unfortunate, 
but  even  of  diflinguifhing  and  felefting  the 
proper  objects  of  benevolence. 


Is  man  then  to  weep  in  filence  over  the 
fuffe  rings  of  his  fellow  creatures,  or  to  with- 
draw  the  eye  from  the  obfervation  of  that 
mifery,  which  he  muft  defpair  to  relieve?— 
No.— -What  individually  he  cannot  remedy — > 
that  evil  which  might  be  increafed  by  the  in¬ 
terference  of  the  ftate — may  be  corrected  by 
co-operation  and  united  efforts ;  which,  ex¬ 
cluding  the  petty  motives  of  felt  intereft  and 
perfonal  favor,  are  conduced  by  impartial 
kindnefs,  and  intruded  bv  experience* 


W  HEN 
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When  the  exertions  of  many  Individuals 
are  direQed  by  one  fpirits  to  one  object  they 
acquire  a  momentum  of  power,  which  never 
can  be  attained  by  an  unconnected  individual  ; 
not  even  by  the  ad  mini  fixation  of  government 
itfelf.  They  have  one  Angle  point  in  view* 
to  which  they  devote  all  their  efforts ;  they 
a&  with  a  degree  of  zeal  and  perfeverance, 
■tranfmitted  in  corporate  fucceffion,  and  ever 
attending  the  emulation  of  many,  labouring 
difintereftedly  and  ffrenuoufly  in  a  common 
caufe„ 

To  a  great  and  extended  kingdom,  it  Is  of 
infinite  benefit  that  its  members  fhould 
habituated  to  co-operate  for  thefe  purposes,  and 
to  devote  a  part  of  their  time  and  attentions 
to  the  well-being  of  their  fellow  fubje&s. 
Uniting  the  opinion,  and  concentrating  the 
confidence  of  many,  a  Angle  individual  may 
be  almoft  equal  to  any  thing,  A  centre  of 
action  being  thus  obtained,  man  may  acquire 
the  fame  intereft  in  the  happinefs  of  others, 
that  he  poffeffesin  his  own  5  and  the  beft  and  the 
pureft  fpecies  of  public  fpirit  may  be  generated 
and  preferred  in  a  great  country. 


I  n  is 
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This  principle  of  affociation  is  one  of  the 
moil  honorable  and  charafleridic  traits,  which 
didinguifhes  the  Britifh.  nation ;  a  nation  af¬ 
fording  examples  of  a  variety  of  noble  and 
rife ful  edabhfhments,  in  their  object  philan¬ 
thropic,  and  in  their  nature  purely  difin- 
tereded.  To  fuch  charities  let  thofe  repair, 
whofe  youthful  minds  have  been  delighted 
with  the  theories  of  benevolence,  and  the 
reveries  of  philanthropy.  Let  them  there 
afcertain  how  fuch  inditutions  mav  be  formed, 
and  how  they  may  be  bed  adminidered.  In 
fuch  occupation  they  will  enjoy  pure  and  un- 
didurbed  fatisfaftion ;  a  fatisfa&ion,  which 
will  be  repeated  with  increafed  effefl,  when¬ 
ever  the  intereding  fight  of  the  charity,  and 
its  beneficial  effefts,  (hall  be  renewed  in  their 
recollection. 
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H  E  Englifh  nation  poffeffes  Xntrodu&ory 
1  fo  diftinguifhed  a  pre-eminence  obfervatlons« 
in  every  aft  of  benevolence,  that  it  appears 
fcarcely  credible  that  there  fhould  have  been 
a  period,  when  hofpitals,  for  the  prefervation 
ofexpofed  and  deferted  infants,  had  been  open- 
ed  at  Paris,  Madrid,  Lifbon,  Rome,  Venice  and 
Amfterdam,  and  no  charity  of  that  kind  ex* 
iking  in  England. —  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne 
a  fcheme  of  this  nature  had  been  projefted* 
but  for  want  of  exertion  it  had  not  fucceedecL 
In  confequence  however  of  the  fubjeft  haw 
ing  been  agitated,  fome  perfons  had  by 
their  wills  given  legacies  for  the  benefit  of  a 
Foundling  Hofpital,  whenever  it  fhould  be 
eftablifhed* 

A  In 


2  Account  of  the.  Foundling  HcjfiitaL 

In  1713,  Mr.  Addifon,  in  one  of  his  pe¬ 
riodical  *  effays,  diredled  the  public  attention 
again  to  the  fubjeeh  “  I  will  mention”  (fays 
he)  cc  a  piece  of  charity  which  has  not  yet 
been  exerted  among  us,  and  which  deferves 
“  our  attention  the  more,  becaufe  it  is  prac- 
tifed  by  mod  of  the  nations  about  us.  I 
mean  a  provifion  for  foundlings,  or  for  thofe 
iC  children  who,  through  want  of  fuch  a  pro- 
cc  vifion,  are  expofed  to  the  barbarity  of  cruel 
6C  and  unnatural  parents.  One  does  not  know 
£C  how  to  fpeak  on  fuch  a  fubjedt  without 
cc  horror  ;  but  what  multitudes  of  infants  have 
been  made  away  with  by  thofe  who  brought 
cc  them  into,  the  world,  and  were  afterwards 
cc  afhamed  or  unable  to  provide  for  them  ! 

£t  There  is  fcarce  an  afiizes,  where  fome  un- 
C€  happy  wretch  is  not  executed  for  the  murder 
€C  of  a  child.  And  ho\v  many  more  of  thofe 
£<r  morifters  of  inhumanity  may  we  fuppofe  to 
cc  be  wholly  undifcpvered,  or  cleared  for  want 
cc  of- legal  evidence?  Not  to  mention  thofe, 
C£  who  by  unnatural  practices  do  in  fome  mea- 
cc  fure  defeat,  the  intentions  of  providence,  and 

#  See  No,  105  of  the  Guardian. 

deftroy 
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deftroy  their  conceptions  even  before  they 
fee  the  light  In  all  thefe  the  guilt  is  equal,, 
cc  though  the  punifhment  is  not  fo.  But,  to 
pafs  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  crime  (which 
is  not  to  be  exprelfed  by  words)  if  we  only 
Sf  confider  how  it  robs  the  commonwealth  of 
its  full  number  of  citizens,  it  certainly  der 
ferves  the  utmoft  application  and  wifdom  oi 
“  a  people  to  prevent  it.-— 

It  was  near  ten  years  after,  that  Charter  obta;ned 
Mr.  Thomas  Coram,  a  matter  of  a  *7  061.  1739. 
trading  vefiel  to  the  American  colonies,  a  man 
fmgularly  endowed  with  adtive  and  difinterefied 
benevolence,  undertook  and,  after  a  labour 
of  17  years,  fucceeded  in  the  eftablifhment 
of  the  Foundling  Hofpitah  Before  he  pre* 
fented  his  petition  to  the  King,  he  was  ad- 
vifed  to  procure  a  recommendation  of  the 
defign ;  and  he  fucceeded  in  obtaining  a  f 
memorial  figned  by  fome  ladies  of  rank,  and 

A  2  another 

#  The  following  is  a  copy  of  it* 

24  Whereas  among  the  many  excellent  defigns  and 
4C  inftitutions  of  charity,  which  this  nation,  and 
64  efpecially  the  city  of  London ,  has  hitherto  en- 
couraged  and  etlablifhed2  no  expedient  has  yet  been 

found 
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another  by  feveral  noblemen  and  gentlemen;; 
both  of  which  were  annexed  to  his  petition 

to 


found  out,  for  preventing  the  frequent  murders  of 
44  poor  miferable  infants  at  their  birth  ;  or  for  fup- 
preffing  the  inhuman  cullom  of  expofing  new  borrt 
44  infants  to  perifh  in  the  (beets  ;  or  the  putting  out 
84  fuch  unhappy  foundlings  to  wicked  and  barbarous 
nurfes,  who  undertaking  to  bring  them  up  for  a 
44  fmali  and  trifling  fum  of  money,  do  often  fufFer 
44  them  to  ftarve  for  want  of  due  fuftenance  or  care; 
84  or,  if  permitted  to  live,  either  turn  them  into  the 
64  Ifreets  to  beg  or  (leal,  or  hire  them  out  to  loofe 
*4  perfons,  by  whom  they  are  trained  up  in  that  in- 
famous  way  of  living  ;  and  fometimes  are  blinded, 
64  or  maimed  and  diftorted  in  their  limbs,  in  order  to 
44  move  pity  and  companion,  and  thereby  become  fit— 
44  ter  inflruments  of  gain  to  thofe  vile  mercilefs 
cc  wretches. 

44  For  a  beginning  to  redrefs  fo  deplorable  a  grie- 
46  vance,  and  to  prevent  as  well  the  effufion  of  fo  much 
44  innocent  blood,  as  the  fatal  confequences  of  that 
64  idleneis,  beggary,  or  dealing,  in  which  fuch  poor 
44  foundlings  are  generally  bred  up  ;  and  to  enable 
S4  them,  by  an  early  and  effectual  care  of  their  edu» 
44  cation,  to  become  ufeful  members  of  the  common® 
44  wealth  ;  we  whofe  names  are  under  written,  be- 
44  ingl  deeply  touehed  with  compaffion  for  the  fuf- 
44  ferings  and  lamentable  condition  of  fuch  poor 
44  abandoned  helplefs  infants,  as  well  as  the  enormous 
abufes  and  mifehiefs  to  which  they  are  expofed, 
'  -  66  and 
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to  the  King ;  who  on  the  17th  day  of  October 
1739,  granted  his  charter  to  the  governors 

and. 

44  and  in  order  to  fupply  the  government  plentifully 
44  with  ufefui  hands  on  many  occafions  ;  and  for  the 
44  better  producing  good  and  faithful  fervants  from 
44  amongft  the  poor  and  miferable  caft-off  children 
44  or  foundlings,  now  a  peft  to  the  public,  and  a 
44  chargeable  nuifance  within  the  bills  of  mortality  ; 
4?  and  for  fettling  a  yearly  income  for  their  mainte- 
46  nance  and  proper  education,  till  they  come  to  a 
C4  fit  age  for  fervice  $  are  defirous  to  encourage,  and 
f€  willing  to  contribute  towards  eredfing  an  hofpital 
44  for  infants,  whom  their  parents  are  not  able  to  main* 
44  tain,  and  who  have  no  right  to  any  parifh ;  which 
44  we  conceive  will  not  only  prevent  many  horrid 
C6  murders,  cruelties  and  other  mifchiefs,  and  be 
44  greatly  beneficial  to  the  publick  ;  but  will  alfo  be 
46  acceptable  to  God  Almighty,  as  being  the  only  re- 
44  medy  of  fuch  great  evils,  which  have  been  fo  long 
44  negledfed,  tho*  always  complained  of ;  provided 
®4  due  and  proper  care  be  taken  for  fetting  on  foot  fo 
44  neceflary  an  eftablifhm.ent,  and  a  Royal  Charter  be 
64  granted  by  the  King  to  fuch  perfons,  as  his  Ma« 
44  jefty  fhall  approve  of,  who  fhall  be  willing  to  be- 
44  come  benefadtors  for  the  eredting  and  endowing 
44  fuch  an  hofpital,  and  for  the  receiving  the  volun- 
44  tary  contributions  of  charitable  and  well  difpofed 
44  perfons,  and  for  directing  and  managing  the  affairs 
44  thereof  gratis ,  to  the  beft  advantage  5  under  fuch 
44  regulations  as  his  Majefty  in  his  great  wifdom  fhall 

«  judge 


$ 


Account  of  the  Foundling  Hof/iital. 

and  guardians  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital;  con- 
ftituting  them  a  corporate  body ;  authorizing 
the  purchafe  of  real  eftates  not  exceeding 
f.4000  a  year  ,  and  appointing  courts,  (at 
which  the  prefence  of  13  governors  at  leaft 
fhould  be  required)  for  the  eledbon  of  com¬ 
mittees,  a  prefident,  and  other  officers,  and 
for  the  general  a£ts  of  the  corporation. 

It  may  be  neceffary  to  fhew 

charity]  ^  ^  Fow  ^ar  Foundling  Hofpital 
differs  from  all  foreign  charities  for 
foundlings;  and  to  explain  why  a  limited  efta- 
bhihment  of  this  kind  is  proper  in  England, 
altho’  the  fyftem  of  general  reception  is  ren¬ 
dered  unneceffary,  by  the  inftitution  of  our  poor 
laws.— The  exiilence  of  fuch  a  code,  and  the 

eftablifhment 


proper  for  attaining  the  defired  effect  of 


tfc  judge  moll 

our  good  Intentions.** 
Charlotte  Scmerfet * 
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©ftablifoment  of  a  permanent  and  certain  pro- 
vifion  for  the  aged  and  the  helplefs,  not  of  oc- 
cafional  bounty  but  of  uncontrovertible  right, 
and  the  anxious  care  which  has  watched, 
tho*  not  with  equal  fuccefs,  over  every  abufe 
or  negledt  in  the  execution  of  them,  may  be 
placed  in  competition  with  the  greateft  of 
our  national  atchievements,  To  thofe,  how- 
ever,  who  have  paid  much  attention  to  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  thefe  laws,  it  muft  have  occurred 
that  there  are  feme  cafes  in  which,  from  the 
neceflary  imperfection  of  all  human  eftablifli- 
ments,  the  remedy  is  rendered  very  inadequate  ; 
fuch,  among  others,  is  the  inftance  of  thofe 
unhappy  females,  who  by  broken  faith,  by  un¬ 
principled  fedudtion,  or  by  feme  unfortunate 
circumftance,  are  placed  in  a  fituation3  where 
indigence  and  excefs  of  bodily  pain  are  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  profpedt  of  hopelefs  contumely  and 
irretrievable  difgrace;  and  who  have  fome- 
times  been  driven  to  a  crime,  which  no  mother 
could  ever  have  imagined,  who  was  not  foil 
reduced  to  the  extreme  of  agony  and  defpain 

Thefe  are  the  objedts,  to  which  the  benefits 
of  this  charity  are  peculiarly  directed .  In 
fuch  a  city  as  London  there  always  will  be 

Come 
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fome  inflances,  in  which  the  exigence  of  the 
child,  and  the  future  welfare  and  good  conduct 
of  the  mother,  can  only  be  fecured  by  fuch 
an  eftablifhment,  as  that  of  the  Foundling 
Hofpital :  and  it  may  be  queftioned,  in  many 
inflances,  whether  even  the  prefervation  of 
the  helplefs  and  unoffending  infant  is  fo  me¬ 
ritorious  and  beneficial  an  a£t  of  charity,  as 
the  refcuing  the  wretched  mother  from  a  courfe 
of  infamy  and  proflitution,  and  reftoring  her  to 
charadter  and  the  means  of  honefl  induftry. 

The  feleCtion  of  thefe  cafes,  with  a  compe¬ 
tent  attention  to  circumftances,  is  one  of  the 
moft  important  duties  of  the  atting  guardians 
of  the  charity.  In  this  refpedt  this  hofpital 
differs  from  thofe  in  other  countries,  where  the 
law  has  not  appointed  any  peculiar  provilion 
for  the  poor.  Theirs  are  neceifarily  open  and 
univerfal :  ours,  except  during  a  fhort  period, 
when  the  fyftem  was  totally  and  very  impro¬ 
perly  changed,  extended  only  to  thofe  cafes, 
where  the  poor  laws  do  not  afford  competent 
relief. 


The  inconvenience  to  be  ap- 
confidered.  prehended  from  fuch  an  afylum,  is 
the  encouragement  that  may  be 

given 
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given  in  fome  inftances  to  licentious  habits  of 
life,  by  the  eaje  of  providing  for  the  confluences 
of  it.  But  no  fuch  ill  effects  could  ever 
enfue,  if  the  fufferings  *  of  thefe  penitent 
and  unhappy  women  were  fully  known  to 
thofe  who  might  otherwife  have  been  inclined 
to  follow  their  example.  And  it  is  deferr¬ 
ing  of  obfervation,  that  no  infiance  has  come 

to 


^  My  reader  will  be  gratified  by  a  perufal  of  the 
following  remarks  on  this  fubjedt,  extracted  from  a 

difcourfe  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hewlett - 44  Could 

44  we  pourtray  a  mother’s  fufferings  before  the  refolves 
44  to  forfake  her  child,  what  forms  of  agony  (hould 
44  we  not  exhibit  5  — -  She  is  herfelf  deferted  iirft,  and 
44  finds  herfelf  the  vidtim  of  treachery  and  voinptuoufnefs \ 
44  where  (lie  fondly  hoped  to  be  the  object  of  pure  and 
44  individual  love.  At  a  time  when  the  languor  of 
44  the  body  and  the  growing  anxiety  of  the  mind 
44  powerfully  claim,  and,  in  general  receive,  ad- 
44  ditional  tendernefs,  the  is  obliged  to  endure  the 
44  fevereft  affliction,  that  fear  could  imagine,  or  un- 
44  kindnefs  produce.  This  alone,  you  will  admit,  is 
44  diftreffing  enough  ;  but  to  this  is  added  the  lofs  of 
44  honor,  that  can  never  be  retrieved ;  a  fenfe  of 
44  (hame,  and  a  dread  of  infamy,  which  none  but  a 
44  woman,  and  a  woman  thus  degraded,  can  ever 
44  feel.  Thefe  are  her  prefent  fufferings  :  if  fhe  looks 
44  forward  into  futurity,  poverty  and  hunger  pur- 
*s  fue  her  ;  or,  at  lead,  her  melancholy  lot  is  daily 
44  to  eat  the  bread  of  affliction,  and  to  drink  the  tears 
u  of  remorfeff  iy  June  1799® 
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the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  of  any 
woman  fo  relieved,  who  has  not  been  thereby 
feed  from,,  what  the  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  involved  in,  a  courfe  of  vice  and 
proftitution.  The  detail  of  their  wretched  and 
eteferted  filiation,  feme  times  too  well  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  almoft  ilarved  condition  in  which 
feme  of  the  infants  are  brought  into  the  hob 
fdtal,  is  one  (I  might  fay  the  only)  painful 
cireumSance  to  thofe  who  attend  as  the 
&£feg  admiiiiitrators  of  the  charity  3  a  detail 
which.,  if  it  could  be  given  to  the  world 
without  injury  to  the  unhappy  fubjecfs  of  it, 
would  ferve  to  deter  from  vice  thofe  who  might 
Btherwife  have  been  the  victims  of  fe  duct  ion* 

The  firft  general  court  of  the 

Fmcegcftnps-of  »  ,  .  ,, 

lie  new  corporation  was  held  at 

Somerfet-houfe,  on  the  2Gth  of 
November  1739  3  the  chairman  being  the 
'Buke  of  Bedford,  who,  for  a  period  of  above 
SQ  years,  continued  to  be  prefident  of  the  hob 
pital,  until  his  death  in  1771.  At  this  court 
the  corporation  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
committee  of  fifty  governors  (including  the  pre¬ 
sident.,  vice-prefidents  and  treafurer)  to  manage 
the  eftate  and  effects  of  the  Hofpita!  for  the  en- 
famg-  yean  The 
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The  governors  Immediately  instituted  an  en- 
quiry  refpedfing  legacies  and  benefactions  ;  and 
opened  books  for  fubfcriptions  and  annual  pay¬ 
ments,  affording  by  their  own  donations  a  libe¬ 
ral  example  to  others.  Accounts  of  the  inftitu- 
tions  and  regulations  of  fimilar*  charities  abroad 
were  immediately  applied  for,  and  obtained 
and  a  regular  fyftem  was  prepared  for  the  ar¬ 
rangement  and  government  of  the  hofpitaL 

In  the  general  court,  held  immediately  after 
Chriffmas-day  1739,  a  propofal  was  made  for 
taking  a  21  years  leafe  of  Mountagu-houfe,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  charity :  but  fome  difficulties 
arifing  from  the  nature  of  the  Duke’s  eflate  in  iff 

#  In  Sir  William  Mi  Id  may’s  account  of  the  police  of 
France  publifhed  in  1763  (which  I  have  been  favoured 
with  by  the  honourable  John  Yorke)  there  is  a  very 
curious  account  of  the  Foundling  Hofpital  at  Paris  ; 
which  feems  to  have  been  attended  with  nearly  the 
fame  effects,  both  good  and  bad,  as  accompanied  the 
indifcriminate  reception  of  children,  at  one  period* 
into  our  hofpital.  — It  appears  by  feveral  documents 
ftated  by  Sir  William,  that  one  fifth  of  the  children 
then  born  at  Paris  were  fent  to  their  Foundling  Hof. 
pita! ;  and  that  one  third  of  the  perfons  who  died  in 
Paris,  during  that  period,  died  in  an  hofpitaL 
19  June  1799, 

Ranela&ft-* 
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Ranelagh-houfe,  StrafFordToufe,Eftex-houfe,  and 
federal  other  fituations  were  fuceeffively  in  con¬ 
templation.  In  the  mean  time  the  governors 
had  engaged  fome  tenements  in  Hatton-garden 
for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the  cha¬ 
lky  ;  and  the  admiffion  of  children  to  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  inflitution  commenced  on  the  25  th  of 
March  1741. 

To  increafe  and  perpetuate  the  funds  of  the 
charity  was,  at  a  very  early  period,  the  objeff 
©f  very  ftrenuous  exertions,  of  the  moft  active 
governors  and  benefaflors ;  among  which  we 
may  diitingmfh  the  names  of  Mr.  Coram,  Mr, 
Martin  Folkes,  Mr.  Taylor  White  and  Mr. 
Hume  *  Campbell.  A  plan,  not  perfectly 
free  from  intereifed  motives,  was  at  that  time 
prefented  to  the  corporation ;  by  which  it  was 
propofed  to  enrich  the  hofpital  with  perpetual 

*  The  fecond  brother  of  the  late  Earl  of  March- 
mont. — It  is  a  fingularly  favourable  circumftance  to 
the  charity  that  that  care,  which  foftered  the  infant 
eftablifhment  in  1743,  (liould,  after  an  uninterrupted 
period  of  52  years,  be  now  continued  by  his  elder  bro« 
ther’s  widow,  Lady  Marchmont ;  who  is  at  prefent  fo 
kind  as  to  a£t,  as  an  infpe&refs  of  the  foundling  chil¬ 
dren,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kernel  .Hempitead® 
*3  Jan.  2796, 


and 
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and  ample  revenues,  to  add  a  fund  of  £.30,000 
for  the  purpofes  of  building,  and  to  give  the 
charity  the  indefeafible  pofieiliGn  of  a  noble 
efiate  ;  for  all  which  benefits  the  projeTor 
aiked  only  a  participation  of  profits ;  which, 
though  not  exceeding  3  per  cent,  was  to  have 
produced  a  very  fufficient  reward  for  his  [pe¬ 
culations.  The  committee  enquired  into  the 
nature  of  the  firlt  of  his  five  propofed  refources. 
This  proved  to  be  a  tax  to  be  impofed  by  Par¬ 
liament  on  all  coals  exported  from  Great-Bri- 
tain  ;  a  tax  which  the  corporation  not  having 
any  pretence  for  aiking,  or  probability  of  ob¬ 
taining,  he  received  thanks  and  praife  ;  and 
there  the  dream  of  wealth  ended* 


In  the  enfuimr  fefiion  the  govern 

°  °  A  A  TW  fit's 

nors  applied  for  and  obtained  an  ^  ;btU5, 
AT  of  Parliament,  confirming 
their  charter,  with  the  addition  of  feme  further 
powers,  and  the  exemption  of  the  hoi  pit  ul 
from  parochial  jurifdiTion  and  interference, 
A  fpecial  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
bye-laws,  and  the  general  committee  was  di- 
retied  to  conllder  of  a  plan  for  the  further  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  charity,  and  of  the  purchafe  of 
land  as  an  inveftment  of  part  of  the  money  of 

the 
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the  corporation.  Circular  letters  were  in  the 
mean  time  diftributed  about  the  kingdom,  foil- 
citing  information  with  regard  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  hofpital,  and  particularly  where 
nurfes  might  be  procured,  and  children  well 
taken  care  of,  at  the  moft  reafonable  prices. 


The  fecuring  of  an  healthy  and 
IP u rebate  of  convenient  feite  for  the  hofpb 

©round  from 

Lord  Salisbury,  tal,  was  a  fubjecr,  to  which  the 

governors  had  paid  an  early  at¬ 
tention.  In  October  1740,  the  committee  had 
been  authorized,  to  purchafe  of  the  Earl  of 
Salifbury,  the  two  fields  on  the  northern  fide  of 
Ormond-fireet ;  the  fituation  appearing  to  be 
extremely  eligible  for  the  charity.  His  Lord- 
ihip  declined  treating,  unlefs  all  his  land  there, 
extending  to  GrayVinn-lane,  was  included  in 
the  purchafe ;  and  named  as  a  price  for  the 
whole,  what  his  agent  hated  to  have  been  al¬ 
ready  offered,  the  fum  of  £.7000.  Difficulties 
however  arifing,  on  the  part  of  the  governors 
with  refpeft  to  the  amount  of  the  fum,  the  Earl 
very  liberally  obviated  them,  by  a  donation  of 
£.500  towards  the  purchafe;  reducing  it  there¬ 
by  to  £.6500.  The  general  court  immediately 

accepted 
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accepted  the  offer,  and  gave  orders  for  a  com® 
pie t ion  of  the  contract. 

In  May  1741,  the  general  committee  ap® 
pointed  a  fpecial  committee  of  accounts,  4(  to 
fee  that  the'  accounts,  of  the  receipts  and 
w  payments  for  the  Hofpital,  be  kept  agreeably 
to  the  plan  approved  of  at  the  laid  general 
meeting;  to  examine  the  fecretary’s,  flew- 
**  ard’s,  and  infpedior’s  accounts,  and  the  fe- 
46  veral  bills  delivered  to  the  corporation ;  and 
**  to  lay  the  fame  from  time  to  time  before  the 
committee,  in  order  to  their  being  allowed 
c<  and  paidff  The  propriety  of  this  appoint¬ 
ment  requires  no  comment:  It  has  very  lately 
been  renewed,  after  many  years  difcon  tin  nance, 
occafioned  probably  by  the  difficulty  of  getting1 
gentlemen  to  attend.  The  fame  caufe  apply¬ 
ing,  in  feme  degree,  to  the  general  committee, 
an  order  was  made  at  this  time,  for  fumrnon- 
Ing  it,  for  alternate  Wednefdays  only.  Some 
arrangement  of  this  *  nature,  to  fecure  a  regular 
and  full  attendance,  might,  with  the  aid  and 

#  The  regularity  with  which  the  committees  at  the 
Foundling  have  been  attended  for  the  la  ft  four  years, 
has  rendered  any  further  confideration  of  this'  fubjeCC 
lannecefiary, 

co-operation 
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co-operation  of  the  fub-committees,  prove  3 
conflderable  benefit  and  convenience  to  the 
charity. 


It  being  at  fir  ft  thought  impracticable  to  pro- 
cure  a  fufficient  number  of  healthy  wet-nurfes, 
an  endeavour  was  made  to  bring  up  fome  of  the 
children  by  hand ;  but  experience  being  very 
flrong  againft  this  praftice,  and  as  decifive  in 
favor  of  the  infants  bem.^  nurfed  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  committee  came  to  a  refolution  to  fend 
all  the  children,  which  fhould  be  taken  in,  as 
toon  as  poffible,  into  the  country,  to  remain 
there  until  three  years  old ;  and  as  to  infants, 
to  be  nurfed  by  wet-nurfes  only. 


The  land  purchafed  of  Lord 
Theweftern  Salifbury  appeared  lo  defirable  a 

wing  begun  .  1  .  . 

16  Sept.  174.2*  lituation  tor  tne  hoipitai,  and  be¬ 
nefactions  for  the  intended  build¬ 
ing  flowed  in  with  fo  liberal  a  current,  that  the 
corporation  very  fpeedily  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  erection  of  an  hofpital  on  their  new 
efratc  ;  and  on  the  1 6th  day  of  September  1742, 
the  foundation  flone  of  the  weftern  wing  was 
laid,  and  building  begun,  upon  a  defign  pre¬ 
pared  by  Mr.  jacobfen,  one  of  the  governors 

and 
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and  firft  benefa&ors  to  the  charity ;  the  eftimate 
of  it  amounting  to  ,£.6555  17.L  id .  A  build¬ 
ing  committee  was  at  the  fame  time  appointed 
for  the  purpofe  of  conducting  the  building. 

In  the  enfuing  fpring,  was  the  firft  anni- 
Verfary  dinner  of  the  governors.  The  plenty 
that  difiinguifhed  the  annual  feaft,  could 
hardly  exceed  that  of  their  table  of  diet  for 
the  hofpital,  which,  by  the  over  kindnefs  and 
Engl ifii  feelings  of  the  general  committee, 
had  then  been  efiablifhed,  and  wThich  con¬ 
tinued  for  fome  years.  It  is  copied  in  a  *  note. 
The  prefent  weekly  allowance  of  animal 
food  in  the  hofpital,  which  has  by  experience 

B  been 


*  General  Committee,  1 1  March  1740. 

Refolved , 

That  the  diet  to  be  ufed  in  this  hofpital  fhall  be  as 
follows  :  Upon  Sundays,  road  beef ;  Mondays,  dewed 
beef  with  turnips  and  carrots;  Tuefdays,  road  mut¬ 
ton  ;  Wednefdays,  boiled  beef  with  greens  or  roots  ; 
Thurfdays,  dewed  beef  with  turnips  and  carrots; 
Fridays,  road  mutton,  and  Saturdays  boiled  beef 
with  greens  or  roots,  or  pork  with  peafe  pudding 
in  .  winter,  and  fhoulders  of  veal  in  dimmer :  And 
that  the  proportion  of  the  faid  diet  be  at  prefent  re« 
gulated  at  a  pound  for  each  head  a  day  one  with  an** 
&ther. 
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been  found  fufifoient,  is  not  much  more  than 
one  fourth  of  what  was  then  ordered. 


The  weilera  wing  of  the  new 
hofpitai  was  fmHhed,  and  the 


given 


gim  m  1747 

hopfes  i.n  Hatton- Garden 
up,  io  Oflober  1745.  In  March  1746,  a  fub- 
fcription  was  opened,  for  the  building  of  the 
chapel ;  and,  the  next  year,  the  general  com¬ 


mittee  was  authorized  to  contract  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  erefiion  of  it ;  upon  a  plan  prefented 
by  Mr.  Jacob  fen ;  the  eftimate  of  which  was 

*  £.4-195  17i.  4rd.  And  in  1749 

and  the  eaftera 
wing  ia  1749. 

one  of  the  governors,  who  after¬ 
wards  bequeathed  to  the  hofpital  the  refiduc 
of  Ms  eftates,araoimting  to  upwards  of  £.11 ,000) 
the  general  committee,  In  order  that  the  girls 
might  be  kept  feparate  from  the  boys,  was 
authorized  to  proceed  to  the  building  of  the 
ealiem  wing  ;  which,  together  with  the  trea- 
furer’s  houfc,  appears  to  have  been  ready  tor 

habitation  in  1-752. 

The 


(at  the  in  fiance  of  Mr.  Emer  fon, 


«  It  co ft  in  the  whole  6490^.  being  lefs  than  th? 
aj&oimt  of  the  fubferiptions  received  towards  it. 
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The  whole  of  the  building,  ori¬ 
ginally  calculated  to  hold  400  PTona*’ons  °/  , 
°  j  J  s  Mr.  Hogarth  and 

children,  was  intended  to  be  plain  other  amits. 
and  devoid  of  decoration;  but  the 
talents  and  public  fpirit  of  feveral  artifts  bene^ 
volently  varied  the  intention ;  and  many  or¬ 
naments  were  prefented  by  them  to  the  cha¬ 
rity.  To  Mr.  Hogarth,  who  was  an  active 
governor  and  an  early  benefa£lor,  the  hofpi- 
tal  is  indebted  for  three  piftures  ;  one  his  march 
to  Finchley*  which,  in  the  opinion  of  fome 
judges,  ftands  firft  in  the  catalogue  of  his  works; 
and  another,  the  portrait  of  our  founder  Mr. 
Coram  ;  an  excellent  and  well  painted  pidture. 
A  lift  and  defcription  of  thefe  donations,  taken 
from  the  original  printed  account  of  the  hof- 
pital  is  inferted  in  a  *  note. 

B  2  The 


•  In  the  court  room  were  placed  four  capital  pic¬ 
tures  ;  the  fubjedts  being  parts  of  the  facred  hiftory, 
fuitable  to  the  place  for  which  they  were  defigned. 

The  firft  painted  by  Mr.  Haytnan ,  and  taken  from 
the  2d  chapter  of  Exodus ,  ver.  8,  9.  the  words  of 
which  are,  “  The  maid  went  and  called  the  child’s 
<c  mother,  and  Pharoah’s  daughter  faid  unto  her,  take 
*6  this  child  awav  and  nurfe  it  for  me,  and  I  will 
give  you  wages.” 

The 
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and  of  Mr* 
Handel. 


The  charity  is  under  very  great 
obligation  to  the  benevolence  of 
Mr.  Handel  3  who*  upon  the 

building 


The  enfuing  verfe  is  the  fubjedt  of  the  next  picture, 
viz  44  And  the  child  grew,  and  the  brought  him  to 
44  Pharoah’s  daughter,  and  he  became  her  Ton,  and  fhe 
44  called  his  name  Mofes.”  This  picture  is  painted 
by  Mr,.  Hogarth . 

The  third  pidture  is  the  hiftory  of  jjhmad ,  painted 
by  Mr.  Highmore .  The  fubjedt  taken  from  the  21ft 
chapter  of  Gentjis  ver„  17.  44  And  the  angel  of  the 
4:4  Lord  called  to  Hagar  out  of  heaven,  and  faid  to 
44  her,  what  aileth  thee  Hagar  f  Fear  nor,  for  Goct 
44  hath  heard  the  voice  of  the  lad  where  he  is  !” 

The  fourth  picture  was  painted  by  Mr.  WilUs^ 
its  fubjedt  taken  from  the  18th  chapter  of  Luke, 
ver.  16.  44  Jefus  faid,  fuffer  little  children  to  come 
44  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not ;  for  of  fuch  is 
44  the  kingdom1  of  God.”  On  each  fide  of  thefe 
pidlures  are  placed  fmaller  pictures  in  circular  frames, 
reprefenting  the  moil  confiderable  hofpitals  in  and  a- 
bout  London, 

1.  The  view  of  the  hcfpital  for  expofed  children. 

2.  The  view  of  the  hofpital  at  Hyde  park  Conner, 
called  St.  George’s  hofpital.  Thele  two  by  Mr.  IVilfon . 

3.  The  view  of  Cheljea  hofpital. 

4.  T  he  view  of  Bethlem  hofpital.  Thefe  two  by 
Mr.  Hartley. 

5.  T  he  view  of  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital. 

6.  The  view  of  Greenwich  hofpital. 


7.  The 
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building  of  the  chapel,  gave  the  hofpital  an 
preran,  and  the  benefit  of  his  oratorio  of  the 

Meffiah, 

7.  The  view  of  the  Blue  Coat  hofpital,  Thefe  three 
by  Mr,  IV bale* 

8.  The  view  of  Sutton’s  hofpital,  called  the  Charter- 
houfe.  By  Mr.  Gainfborough . 

Over  the  chimney  is  placed  a  very  curious  bafs- 
relief  carved  by  Mr.  Ryfbrack ,  and  prefented  by  him, 
reprefenting  children  employed  in  navigation  and  huf« 
bandry  ;  being  the  employments,  to  which  the  children 
of  this  hofpital  are  deftined? 

The  other  ornaments  of  the  room  were  alfo  given 
by  feveral  ingenious  workmen,  who  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  building  the  hofpital,  and  were  deilrous 
to  contribute  to  its  eftablifhmejit. 

The  ftuccQ  work  was  given  by  Mr,  William  Wilton , 
The  marble  chimney  by  Mr.  DevaL  The  table  with 
its  frame  enriched  with  carving,  by  Mr,  John  Sander fen^ 
and  the  glafs  by  Mr.  Hallet . 

In  the  other  rooms  of  the  hofpital  are  the  follow¬ 
ing  pi£tures.  His  moft  facred  Majefty  King  George 
tfce  Second,  Patron  of  this  Ho/pital ,  by  Mr.  Shakleton% 
painter  to  his  Majefty,  The  right  honourable  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth ,  one  of  the  vice-prefidents  of  the 
hofpital,  by  Sir  Jojhua  Reynolds .  Taylor  White ,  Efqi 
treafurer  of  the  hofpital,  in  crayons,  by  Mr,  Coates , 
Mr.  Thomas  Coram ,  and  the  march  of  the  guards  to 
Finchley ,  by  Mr.  Hogarth ;  Mr.  Milner ,  and  Mr  JacohF 
fen ,  by  Mr.  Hudjon ;  Dr.  Mead ,  by  Mr.  Ramfay ; 
Mr.  Emerfon,  by  Mr,  Highmore ;  Francis  Fauquier,,  Efq^ 
lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia ,  by  Mr.  Wilfon .  A 
large  fea  piece  by  Mr.  Brooking  $  and  a  fine  landfcape 
by  Mr,  Lambert , 
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Me®  ah,  the  performance  of  which  he  com 
drifted  himfelf.  This  he  repeated  for  feveral 
years,  with  an  advantage  to  the  funds  of  the 
charity,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards 
of  £. 6700 ;  and  at  his  death,  in  1759,  be-; 
queathed  his  property  in  the  mufic  of  that  ora^ 
torio  to  the  hofpitah 


In  March  1751,  Mr.  Coram,, 
Coram.°^Mf*  the  benevolent  founder  ot  the 

hofpital,  died,  in  the  84th  year 
of  his  age.  In  confequence  of  a  with,  exprelled 
in  his  life-time,  he  was  interred  under  the , 
chapel,  in  the  midft  of  that  charity  which  he 
had  founded ;  a  monument  more  noble  and 
dignified,  than  ever  wealth  or  pride  obtained. 
His  funeral  was  attended  with  every  honour¬ 
able  refpeft  by  the  governors  of  the  hofpital, 
preceded  by  the  children  and  their  nurfes ; 
and  the  chpir  fervice  was  performed  by 

gentlemen  of  St.  Paul’s  and  Weftminfler  Ab¬ 
es 

bey.  His  life  had  been  fo  totally  devoid  of 
felf  intereft,  *  that  he  left  behind  him  pro- 


#  There  is  an  honourable  teftimonial  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Coram’s  character,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole,  then  ambaffador  at  the  Hague,  to  his  bro¬ 
ther 


.  ■  > 
:rs 
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perty  hardly  fufEc'ient  to  have  'difcharged  the 
ex pences  of  his  funeral.  The  FoiiridSiiig  Hoi- 
pita!  had  not  been  the  only  object  of  his  ex¬ 
ertions  :  He  was  an  aftiye  contributor  to  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  new  colonies  of  Georgia 

and 

ther  Sir  Robert  Wa!po!e?  dated  the  18th  April  173^; 
where  in  a  colonial  matter  of  confiderable  importance, 
which  is  the  fubje£t  of  the  letter,  Mr,  Walpole  clofes 
with  thefe  words  ;  44  Lofe  no  time  in  talking  with 
C6  Sir  Charles  Wager,  Mr,  Bladen,  and  one  Coram, 

THE  HO  NESTE  ST,  THE  MOST  DISINTERESTED^ 
45  AND  THE  MOST  KNOWING  PERSON  about  the 

44  plantations  1  ever  talked  with  ■’  Cox's  Life  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole^  yl.  voh  243, —Indeed  Mr,  Cora m 
had  been  fo  diilnterefted,  and  fo  inattentive  to  his 
own  pecuniary  concerns,  that,  at  the  age  of  82,  he 
was  the  fubje£l  of  the  grant  of  an  annuity,  the  origi¬ 
nal  of  which,  by  favor  of  Mr,  Wilmot,  is  now  depo¬ 
sed  at  the  Foundling,  It  bears  date  the  30th  of 
March  1749,  and  recites  his  public  feryices  in  contri¬ 
buting  in  the  beginning  of  this  century  to  England’s 
being  fupplied,  at  a  very  reduced  price,  with  tar  from  the 
Northern  Colonies  of  Britifh  America,  and  with  deal 
boards,  and  hr  timber,  from  the  Netherlands  and  Ger¬ 
many,  and  in  a  later  time  to  the  foundation  of  the 
Foundling  Hofpital ;  and  contains  a  grant  to  him,  on 
very  honourable  terms,  of  16 1  guineas  a  year  for  his 
life,  the  Prince  of  Wales  contributing  20  guineas  a 
year,  and  the  other  fubfcribers  in  general  a  guinea 
each.  He  Jived  to  receive  two  years  payment  of  it® 

23  d  May,  1799, 
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and  Nova  Scotia ;  and  made  fome  progrefs  in 
the  foundation  of  a  fchool  for  the  education  of 
Indian  girls.  An  *  infcription  to  his  memory 

was 


#  The  following  is  a  Copy  of  it. 

CAPTAIN7  THOMAS  CORAM, 
whofe  name  will  never  want  a  monument, 
fo  long  as  this  Hofpital  lhall  fubftft, 
was  born  in  the  year  1688; 
t  _  a  man  eminent  in  that  moll  eminent  virtue* 

the  love  of  mankind  : 
little  attentive  to  his  private  fortune, 
and  refufing  many  opportunities  of  increafing  it, 
his  time  anel  thoughts  were  continually  employed 
in  endeavours  to  promote  the  public  happinefs, 
both  in  this  kingdom,  and  elfewhere ; 
particularly  in  the  colonies  of  North  America; 
and  his  endeavours  were  many  times  crowned 
with  the  defired  fuccefs. 

His  unwearied  felicitation  for  above  feventeen  years  together 
(which  would  have  baffled  the  patience  and  induilry 
of  any  man  lefs  zealous  in  doing  good) 
and  his  application  to  perfons  of  diftin£lion  of  both  fexes, 
obtained  at  length  the  Charter  of  the  Corporation, 
(bearing  date  the  17th  of  O&ober  1739) 
for  the  maintenance  and  education 
of  expofed  and  deferted  young  children, 
by  which  many  thoufand  of  lives 
may  be  preferved  to  the  public  and  employed  in  a  frugal 
and  honeft  courfe  of  induftry; 

f  <  .  !  <  -  <  ■  ■i 


He 
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was  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  fouthern  arcade 
of  the  chapel ;  which  having  been  originally 
in  wood,  and  decayed  by  time,  has  been  very 
recently  replaced  in  ft  one. 

The  number  of  children  received 

Number  of  into  the  hofpitaJ,  before  the  end  of 
children  main-  .  r  .  .  - 

tained.  the  year  1752  was  1040  3  ot  which 

553  were  then  maintained  by  the 
hofpiial,  at  an  expence,  as  is  dated  in  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  the  general  court  of  27th  June  1753* 
of  upwards  of  £.5000  a  year;  to  which  the 
permanent  income  of  the  hofpitaJ,  which  did 
not  then  exceed  £.1050  a  year,  bore  no  propor¬ 
tion.  A  reduction  was  therefore  propofed  in 
the  number  of  children:  This  however  does 
not  appear  to  have  taken  place,  as  in  the  year 
1754,  we  find  that  there  were  600  children 
then  on  the  eftablifhment.  The  zeal  of  the 
afting  guardians  of  the  hofpital,  and  their  de¬ 
fire 

He  died  the  29th  of  March  1751,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age ; 
poor  in  worldly  eftate,  rich  in  good  works  : 
and  was  buried  at  his  own  delire,  in  the  vault  underneath  this  chapel 
(the  firlt  there  depoii ted)  at  the  ealt  end  thereof  j 
many  of  the  governors  and  other  gentlemen  attending  the  funeral 
to  do  honour  to  his  memory. 

READER, 

Thy  actions  will  Ihew  whether  thou  art  fmcere# 
in  the  praifes  thou  mayil  bellow  on  him  ; 
and  if  thou  hall  virtue  enough  to  commend  his  virtues^ 
forget  not  to  add  alfo  the  imitation  of  them® 
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fre  &£  making  It  at  that  early  period  cxtenfiveff 
mfefuf,  feems  to-  have  carried'  tie®  rather  too 
far;  and  to  have  Induced  them  Imprudently 
to  ri&,  by  premature  exertions,  the  permanent 
welfare  of  the  Indkstlorr  Mere  Grangers,  how¬ 
ever,  -cannot  be  fully  aware  of  the  powerful  In¬ 
ducements,  which  they  had  to  extend  as  far  m 
poffible  the  benefits  of  the  charity;  as  the 
value  and  canfequence  of  thofe  bene  Sts  can 
only  be  correftly  appreciated  by  thofe,  who 
lave  ferfamlfy  affifted  In  the  execution  of  the 


In  March  It'S 6  the  governors 


to  _  .  .  _  T 

f arliameat  m  presented  a  petition  to  tne  iioufe 


Iron  and  parliamentary  Confirmation  of  the  cha¬ 
rity  ;  and  the  manner  In.  which  the  petitioners 
had  proceeded  In  execution  of  the  trull  repofed 
m  them :  that  they  had  educated  the  children 
under  their  care  with,  the  utinaft  frugality  ;  and 
m  fuel  a  manner  as  that  they  might  become 
mfeful  Servants  of  the  public  :  that  they  had  ex¬ 
pended  great  ferns  of  money ;  and  at  the  fame- 
time,  from  the  infufficiency  of  their  Income,  had 
been  compelled,  to  their  great  concern  and  to 
the  detriment  of  the  public,  to  reject  many  pro¬ 


per 
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per  obj efts  of  the  charity:  that  From  the  dif¬ 
ferent  accounts  received  from  foreign  countries* 
where  charities  of  the  like  kind  are  eftabliflied* 
it  appeared  that  the  expences  of  thofe  eftablifh- 
nients  could  not  be  maintained  merely  by  pri¬ 
vate  donations  ;  and  that  they  have  therefore 
conftantly  had  the  aid  of  the  public.  Upon 
thefe  grounds  they  prayed  the  houfe,  to  take 
fuch  meafures  for  the  extenfion  and  fupport  of 
the  charity,  as  fhould  be  deemed  wife  and 
proper. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  *  voted  the  pe¬ 
titioners  the  fum  of  £.10,000;  accompanied 

*  The  following  were  the  previous  refolutions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons;  6  April  1756. 

“  That  the  enabling  the  hofpital  for  the  maintenance 
“  and  education  of  expofed  and  deferted  young  children 
to  receive  all  the  children  that  fhall  be  offered,  is  the 
“  only  method  to  render  that  charitable  inftitution  of 
lafting  and  general  utility. 

44  That  to  render  the  faid  hofpital  of  lafting  and 

**  general  utility,  the  affiftance  of  Parliament  is  ne- 
ceftary. 

That  to  render  the  faid  hofpital  of  general  utility 
and  effe£!,  it  fhould  be  enabled  to  appoint  proper 
places  in  all  counties,  ridings  or  diviftons  of  this 
€i  kingdom,  for  the  reception  of  all  expofed  and  defert- 
ed  young  children.5^ 

with 
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with  a  condition  for  the  reeep- 

S'sLftS?’  tion  of  a11  children,  that  fliould 

be  offered  under  a  certain  age; 
an.  age  which  the  corporation  firft  fixed  at  two* 
then  at  fix,  and  afterwards  at  twelve  months. 
The  gates  of  the  charity  were  immediately 
thrown  open  for  all  the  children  not  exceed- 
mg  the  then  prop o fed  age  of  two  months ; 
and  on  the  <2d  of  June  1756*  the  firft  day 
of  general  reception,  117  children  were 
received.  From  that  time  to  the  Sift  of 
December  1757,  five  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  ten  children  were  admitted  into  the 

i  t  i  '  ,  *•  \ j"  *  * 

hofpitaL 

The  charity  obtained  the  fplendid  name  of  a 
national  eftablifhment.  The  King  had  declared 
Mnafelf  its  patron.  Large  fums  of  money  were 
annually  granted  to  the  corporation ;  and  the 
number  of  children,  of  an  infantine  and  helplefs 
age,  fupported  by  the  hofpital,  was,  in  1760,  in- 
ereafed  to  above  6000  ;  a  number,  which,  at 
the  rate  of  £J  lOn  each,  required  an  income 
of  above  £.45,000  a  year  to  maintain;  and 
which  mull;  have  been  foon  trebled  by  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  fyftem  of  general  reception. 


The 
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The  magnitude  of  our  buildings  bore  no 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  our  fyftem.  The 
corporation  dire  died  by  Parliament,  extended 
its  views  to  diffant  counties  ;  and  country 
hofpitals  were  eftablifihed,  in  the  enfuing  year 
at  Ack worth  in  Yorkshire  ;  in  1758  in  Kent, 
Shropfhire,  and  Buckinghamfhire  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  in  Chefhire,  and  at  Barnet ;  with  large 
rolls  of  county  governors,  and  comity  commit¬ 
tees,  for  -the  management  of  thefe  numerous 
fubordmate  cftablifliments. 

A  charity  fo  boundlefs  and  un- 
diftinguiflimg,  and  fo  unneceffarily  A^l‘!es  ra!> 

.  \  r  .  .  .  .  .  n.  .  fequence  there- 

varied  from  its  original  inftitution,  0f. 

could  not  but  be  attended  with  ill 
eonfequences.  The  fcite  of  the  hofpital  was 
in  many  inftances  converted  into  a  burying 
ground  ;  and  parental  care,  though  perhaps  it 
would  not  have  deferted  an  healthy  or  hopeful 
child,  carried  the  difeafed  and  expiring  infang 
in  feme  inftance,  almoft  ftripped  of  its  cloathing, 
to  take  the  chance  of  a  change  of  air  and  fit  na¬ 
tion,  and  of  the  efforts  of  medical  fkill  and 
care  :  and,  failing  thofe,  to  receive  the  certainty 
of  a  decent  interment.  So  fir  extended  was 
this  practice,  a  practice  that  has  done  infinite 

prejudice 
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prejudice  to  the  chara&er  of  the  hofpital,  that  I 
have  been  informed  by  a  late  refp  eft  able  and 
aftive  governor,  that  there  were  many  inftances 
in  which  the  child  received  at  the  gate,  did 
not  live  to  be  carried  into  the  wards  of  the 
hofpital. 

There  was  another  fpecies  of  abufe.—  Parifh 
officers,  in  fome  inftances  by  fraud,  and  in 
others  by  force,  had  fent  in  the  children  of 
poor  parifhioners,  fome  from  a  great  diftance, 
in  order  to  fecure  the  parifti  againft  the  rifk 
of  future  charges. — The  children  were  imme¬ 
diately  returned  to  their  parents  $  and  the  cri¬ 
minals,  for  they  deferved  no  better  name,  pro- 
fecuted  to  conviftion  and  punifhment,  at  the 
expence  of  the  charity. 

By  the  prefent  praftice  of  the 

Prefent  mode  of  hofpital,  fomething  more  than  the 
reception  of  r 

children.  mere  neceility  or  the  mother  and 

defertion  of  the  father  is  requi- 
fite.  The  previous  good  character  of  the 
mother  is  enquired  into,  and  this  important 
circumftance  is  alcertained,  that  the  reception 
of  the  child,  together  with  the  fecrecy  obferved 
as  to  the  lituation  and  misfortune  of  the  mo¬ 
ther. 
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ther,  will  be  attended  fey  the  probable  c&nle- 
sjoeoce  <&  mitormg  tier  to  a  courfe  of  virtue* 
asad  placing  her  in  a  proper  fervice,  or  in  forae 
other  way  of  obtaining  an  honeft  livelihood* 
By  tfaefe .precautions  an  evil  eorffequence Is  pre¬ 
vented*  which,  it  oiuft  be  allowed*  during  the 
continuance  of  the  parliamentary  grants  (a  pe¬ 
riod  m  which  the  plan  of  the  charity  was  en* 
firely  changed)  did  attend  the  indifcnmhiate 
admliBon  of  children  into  the  hofpital ; — £h« 
increafe  of  proltitiition,  by  the  extreme  facility 
of  providing  for  the  produce  of  it*  But  at 
the  fame  time  when  we  confider,  how  mam; 
defected  infants  were  received  into  the  Found* 
ling  at  this  period,  it  is  impoffifele  not  to  de¬ 
duce  this  truth,  that  numbers  of  infants  have 
peridied  in  tins  country,  both  before  and  £mm 
that  period,  for  want  of  the  public  care.  And 
it  is  more  than  a  mere .  probability,  that,  of 
the  4400  *  children  which  (of  thofe  admitted 
at  this  time)  were  afterwards  apprenticed  and 

p  laced 

%  Of  ttrefe  the  greater  part  were  apprenticed  t% 
fujifearidry,  or  other  country  fit  u  at  ions.  —  It  wes? 
to  be  wished,  that  more  of  the  girls  could  he  place! 
an  proper  ferv i-ces  in  the  country;  efpecidly  if  thofe 
Cervices  could  he  obtained  on  the  recommendation  of 
tke  infpedlrdles. 
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placed  out  in  the  world,  the  greater  number' 
rauft  have  been  loft  in  their  infancy,  but  tor 
their  reception  into  this  hofpitab 

The  inconveniencies,  which  at» 

The  general  re-  ^encjec|  the  unmanageable  mag  in¬ 
ception  diicon*  Y  J 

tinued.  tude  of  the  eftabliftnnent,  drew 

the  attention  of  Parliament  in 
April  1759;  when  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
exprefted  itfelf  ftrongly  againft  the  praftice  of 
conveying  children  from  diftant  fttuations  to 
the  Foundling  Hofpitab  In  the  next  feftion 
an  enquiry  was  inftituted,  and,  on  the  8th  ot 
February  1760,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  re- 
folved,  that  the  general  admiffion  of  all  chil¬ 
dren,  indifcriminately,  under  a  certain  age, 
into  the  hofpital,  to  be  maintained  there  at  the 
public  expence,  had  been  attended  with  many 
evil  confequences,  and  that  it  be  difcontinued. 
The  houfe,  at  the  fame  time,  ordered  an  eftimate 
of  the  expence  ot  maintaining  thofe  already  in 
the  hofpital,  up  to  the  Sift  of  December,  1760. 

Th  e  governors  of  the  hofpital,  on  the  next 
day,  came  to  a  refolution  to  continue  to  execute 
the  purpofes  for  which  they  wTere  incorporated, 
fo  far  as  they  were,  or  fhould  be  enabled  by 

tew 
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law  fo  to  do,  not  doubting  but  Parliament 
would  enable  them  to  fupport  all  fuch  children 
as  they  had  received,  or  fhould  receive,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  refolutions  of  Parliament. 

In  this  confidence  they  were  not  deceived. 
The  fums  which  Parliament  granted  to  them, 
during  the  next  ten  years,  were  very  confide r- 
able ,  though  poffibly  not  adequate  to  the  ex¬ 
pence,  to  which  the  new  fyftem  had  fubjedted 
them.  There  were,  at  this  time,  above  6000 
children  on  the  eftablifhment  ;  almoft  all  of 
them  under  five  years  of  age.  Six  years  pafied 
before  the  number  was  reduced  fo  low  as  4300; 
and  it  was  not  till  after  the  year  1769  that,  by 
apprenticing  all  who  could  be  placed  out,  they 
were  reduced  below  1000.— The  average  num¬ 
ber  of  children,  during  the  period  of  thofe  ten 
years,  was  rather  above  4300 ;  the  current  ex¬ 
pence  of  which,  could  not,  upon  the  whole* 
be  lets  than  35,OOOh  *  a  year. 

*  The  average  amount  of  the  Parliamentary  grants 
for  the  15  years  from  1756  to  1 771,  when  they  ceafed* 
was  £.33,000  a  year* 


C 
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.  „  The  corporation  not  only  did 

Reception  of  or*  x  .  J 

■phans,  of  foldiers  not  abandon  the  infants  it  had  re» 

and  tailors,  m  ceived,  but  in  the  enfuing  fpririg , 
1761®  r 

and  in  feveral  fueceeding  years, 
opened  its  gates  to  the  orphans  of  *  foldiers 
who  had  fallen  in  the  German  war.  The  ages 
of  thofe  admitted  were  from  four  to  twelve 
^ears*  At  the  fame  time  the  court  came  to  a 
refolution  that  if,  at  any  future  time,  an  appli¬ 
cation  fhould  be  made  for  the  reception  of  any 
other  children,  in  the  fame  or  other  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances  of  diftrefs,  the  general  committee 
fhould  be  empowered  to  receive  fo  many  of 
fuch  children  as  they  fhould  think  proper,  their 
ages  not  exceeding  five  years ;  a  limitation 
which,  upon  a  further  reception  of  orphans  of 
.  foldiers  in  July  1761,  was  done  away,  and  the 

*  The  greater  part  of  thofe  admitted  at  this  time, 
fiad  been  madeorphans  by  the  battle  of  Minden.  It  is 
hardly  poflible  for  the  mind  not  to  recur  to  the  feeling 
and  beautiful  lines  of  Langhorne. 

Cold  on  Canadian  Hills,  or  Minclen* s  plain, 

'  Perhaps  that  parent  mourn’d  her  foldier  flain  5 
Bent  o’er  her  babe,  her  eye  diflblv’d  in  dew, 

«  The  big  drops  mingling  with  the  milk  he  drew* 

«<  Gave  the  fad  prefage  of  his  future  years, 

«  The  child  of  mifery  baptiz’d  in  tears.” 


committee 


Account  of  the  Foundling  Hofftitah  35 

committee  empowered  to  receive  fuch  orphan 
or  otherwife  deferted  children,  whether  of  fob 
diers  or  Tailors,  although  the  age  fhould  exceed 
five  years,  the  number  and  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  fuch  children  being  fpecisjly  reported 
to  the  next  general  court** 

Of  fo  large  a  number  of  chil¬ 
dren,  as  had  been  admitted,  it  Injury  3  th 
11  11  n  charity  from  the 

could  not  be  hoped  that  all  general  reception, 

would  be  capable  of  being 
placed  out,  as  apprentices,,  in  the  world® 
Some  unfortunate  inftatices  of  imbecility  of 
body,  or  mind,  were  to  be  expefted.— ^They 
Hill  remain  in  the  hofpital,  as  comfortable 
and  ufeful  as  their  capacities  will  allow. — - 
Befides  this,  the  magnitude  of  the  fcale  and 
fyftem  of  the  eftablifhment,  during  the  period 
of  the  parliamentary  grants,  notwithftanding 
all  the  economy  fince  adopted,  has  entailed 
a  confiderable  expence  on  the  charity:  and, 
what  has  been  feverely  felt,  the  fource  of 
private  donations  was  greatly  impaired  in  com 

C  2  fequejnce 

*  See  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Court,  14th  May, 
.  1760,  i ft  July,  ijblt  30th  Dec.  1751,  and  30th  Marsh 
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fequence  oi  parliamentary  interference.— We 
muft  not  therefore  wonder  that,  for  a  feries  of 
years,  it  fliould  have  fuffered  a  diminution  of 
income  and  property;  and  fhould  have  been 
generally,  though  unfairly,  afperfed  for  that 
wafte  of  capital,  which,  without  driving  from 
its  walls  a  number  of  helplefs  objects,  could 
not  have  been  prevented.— The  affertion  of 
general  abufes,  in  the  management  of  a  pub¬ 
lic  truft,  is  made  with  eafe ,  but  not  repelled 
without  trouble  and  detail,  even  if  the  public 
attention  can  be  drawn  to  it ;  and  I  am  forry 
to  add,  is  very  willingly  advanced,  or  credited, 
by  many,  who  too  eafily  admit  private  motives 
to  influence  the  conduct  of  public  concerns. 

*  *  The  governors,  without  giving 

eitablSlmenf  11 P  the  original  object  of  their  in- 

ftitution,  adopted  and  purfued  a 
Heady  and  regular  plan  or’*'  economy;  and 
r ..  .  as 

4 

*  It  was  probably  one  of  the  confequences  of  this 
fyftem  of  economy,  that  a  cuftom  has  ceafed,  (which 
had  prevailed  and  had  been  authorized  by  one  of  the 
regulations  of  the  hofpital)  of  making  a  prefent  to  the 
children  of  the  hofpital,  at  the  expiration  of  their  ap« 
prenticefhip,  in  cafe  of  seftimonials  of  good  behaviour. 
This  practice  might  be  renewed  with  very  good  ef¬ 
fect 
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as  loon  as  it  was  prafticable,  apprenticed  out 
the  children*  and  difcontinued  and  difpofed 
of  the  country  hofpitals  ;  reducing  their  efta- 
blifhment,  as  far  as  could  be  done*  to  what 
their  permanent  and  contingent  income  was 
adequate  to.  Indeed  it  is  impoffible  to  refer  - 
to  the  minutes  of  the  general  courts*  or  of 
their  committees,  during  this  or  any  periods  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  corporation,  without  feeling 
how  providentially  the  fucceffion  of  beneyolent 
care  and  attention,  has  been,  in  every  part  of 
that  hiftory,  direfled  to  the  eflential  objefts  of 
the  charity. 

In  addition  to  a  general  plan  of 

retrenchment  and  economy,  the  ho^pi!ain^ 
attention  of  the  governors  was,  at  eftate,  in  1764, 
this  time,  firft  directed  to  the 
improvement  of  revenue,  which  the  corporation 
might  derive  from  granting  building  leafes, 
of  fuch  part  of  the  eftate  purchafed  of  Lord 
^alilbury,  as  was  not  wanted  for  the  imme» 

diate 

£e£t  on  the  morals  and  eondu£t  of  the  children;  and 
the  public  appearance  in  the  chapel,  of  thofe  who  had 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  good  behaviour,  might 
operate  as  an  incentive  and  example  to  the  other  chil¬ 
drens 
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dkte  accommodation  of  the  hofpital ;  and,  in 
June  1764*  the  land  in  the  fouth  front  of  the 
hofpital  was  advertifed  to  be  let  on  a  building 
leafe.  For  want,  however*  of  proper  arrange¬ 
ments*  the  meafure  was  then  unfuccefsful :  and 
nothing  further  appears  to  have  been  done 
liiltil  May  1775  *  wheri  a  refolution  was 
palled,  that  the  general  committee  fhould  be 
empowered  to  receive  propofals,  treat  and 
agree,  for  letting  on  one  or  more  building 
leafes,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  ninety-nine 
years,  the  land  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  private 
road  leading  into  Gray’s-inn-lane* 


The  meafure 
poftponed. 


This  refolution,  however,  was 
foon  after  refcinded  ;  and  the  fur¬ 
ther  confideration  of  the  fcheme 
of  building  was  poftponed  till  the  leafes  of 
the  Rugby  charity  were  expired,  or  near  ex¬ 
piring  ;  or  the  treaty,  of  exchanging  ground 
'with  that  Truft,  could  be  fettled.  On  this  ac-, 

7.  .  ,*  ;  •  •  l  ' 

count  the  improvement  of  the  hofpital  eftate 
was  deferred  for  fome  years ;  at  leaft  no  gene¬ 
ral  fyftem  was  adopted :  the  few  leafes  granted 
before  1789  (the  whole  rents  referved  on  which 
amounted  only  to  81/.  3s.)  being  rather  to  be 
confidered  as  matters  of  perfonal  accommoda¬ 
tion 


Accmmt  of  the  Foundling  Hojpitah  39 

lion  to  Individuals,  than  as  part  of  a  general 
plan  of  increasing  the  funds  of  the  charity. — - 
When,  however,  the  period  of  maturity  for  the 
agreement  with  the  Rugby  truft  arriyed,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  no  arrangement  could  be  made 
with  that  rival  property :  and,  in  May  1780,,. 
the  confideration  of  any  exchange  pf  land 
with  that  charity,  was  after  a  reference  to  a* 
fpecial  committee,  indefinitely  poftponed* 

The  increafe  of  the  income, 

arifing  from  the  chapel,  was  an  Increafe  of  reve- 

1=0.  t  .a.  .  .  nue  from  the 

Object  or  the  next  importance  in  chapeh 

point  of  revenue ;  and  in  this  the 
charity  was  more  early  in  its  fuccefs,  The 
general  committee,  in  order  to  enfure  a  main¬ 
tenance  to  a  blind  boy  of  the  hofpital,  had  in 
1758  been  induced  to  give  directions  for  his 
being  regularly  inftructed  in  rpufic,  at  the  ex 
pence  of  the  charity :  a  linular  order  was  made 
in  1768,  and  again  in  1771;  and  the  feeds 
of  benevolence  in  thefe^  as  in  moft  inftances, 
have  been  returned  with  tenfpld  produce  into 
the  bofom  of  the  charity;  for  the  three  per® 
fons  fo  *  inftmCted  have  lived  to  contribute 

J  1  .  4 .  4  .  %  I»V  \  '-I,  ■  •  l 

very 

•  The  orders  for  the  inftru&ion  of  thefe  three  per« 
Cons  are  fubjoined3  with  a  view  of  reminding  the  con¬ 
ductors 
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very  abundantly,  and  with  credit  and  advan¬ 
tage  to  themfelves^  to  the  funds  on  which 

their 


du&ors  qf  the  charity,  how  honourably  this  example 
of  benevolence  has  been  repaid  by  the  gratitude  and  fer- 
vices  of  the  objedts  of  that  benevolence  ;  and  how  pro¬ 
per  it  will  be  that  thefe  orders  fhould  be  occafionally 
adopted  as  precedents. 

General  Committee,  28th  March,  1758. 

sc  Refolved,  That  Tom  Grenville,  a  boy  of  this 
hofpital  who  is  blind,  be  taught  mufic  by  the 
w  afiiftant  to  the  oiganift  of  the  chapel  of  this  hob* 
pital,  at  the  price  of  two  guineas  per  quarter,  for 
®e  inftrudfing  him  four  times  a  week  for  the  firft 
quarter,  and  three  times  a  week  for  the  two  next 
u  quarters, 

€C  13th  May,  17606 

Mr.  White  acquaints  the  committee,  that  the 
€<  perfon  who  was  appointed  to  teach  the  blind  boy, 
4t  ufed  him  with  great  feverity,  and  negle&ed  inftrudt- 
ing  him ;  and  propofed  Mr.  Cook  ftould  be  ap- 
pointed  to  teach  him  in  his  place, 

Refolved, 

tc  That  the  Txeafurer  be  defired  to  agree  with  the 
faid  Mr.  Cook  on  the  beft  terms  he  can, 

>  .  v  *  J  it  \ :  .1  *  r  /  ‘  ,  1' 

18th  Nov.  r 767. 

st  Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mynd  to  Lady  Sophia 
sl  Egerton,  together  with  a  copy  of  an  agreement  of 
**  the  parifliioners  of  Rofs  in  Herefordfhire,  purport- 

*  *  *  *  t  g  r  •  . 

‘  ,ng 


I 
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* 

their  comfort  and  independence,  and  moft  pro* 
bably  their  exigence,  have  depended.  The  at¬ 
tention  of  the  governors  to  the  management  of 
the  chapel,  and  to  the  inftruflion  of  the  children 
in  facred  mufic,  has,  from  that  time,  been  at¬ 
tended  with  great  emolument  to  the  charity* 
From  the  annual  fum  of  37/.  145,  id .  the  whole 
receipt  from  the  chapel  in  1766,  it  had  in  1776 

i 

.  C  f  .  * 

44  ing  that  the  faid  parifhioners  had  agreed  to  employ 
54  Tom  Grenville,  who  has  been  employed  as  an  af- 
44  fiftant  organift  in  the  chapel  of  this  hofpital,  al- 
44  lowing  him  25I.  a  year  for  his  fervice  as  organift 

of  the  faid  pariftx  of  Rofs® 

44  Refolved, 

44  That  the  thanks  of  this  committee  be  given  t® 
44  Lady  Sophia  Egerton,  for  her  protection  and  the 
46  fervice  done  to  the  faid  Tom  Grenville,  and  that  he 
ft  ihall  be  difpatched  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks® 

44  10th  Feb,  1768* 

46  Refolved, 

44  That  Mr.  Cook,  the  organift,  be  employed  to 
44  teach  the  blind  boy,  John  Printer,  mufic,  at  the 
4,4  falary  of  12I.  12s.  per  annum,  to  commence  from 
€t  Chriftmas  laft8 

44  16th  of  OClober  1771* 

44  Ordered, 

44  That  Mr.  Philpot,  the  organift,  do  teach  the 
!*  blind  girl,  Blanch  Thetford,  mufic/* 

increafed 
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inCfeafed  to  340/.  15^.  3 d.  in  1786  to  881/.  4s. 
id:  and  in  the  laft  year  (1795)  to  1594/.  Is.  3 d. 
to  which,  by  the  united  labour  and  attention  of 
fonie  of  the  governors,  a  considerable  addition 
is  expe&ed  ftill  to  be  made. 


Reduflion  of 
cxpences. 


The  general  committee  had,  in 
1771,  made  an  arrangement  for 
the  reduction  of  the  fervants  of  the 
and,  in  February  1773,  the  general 
court  appointed  a  fpecial  committee,  to  confider 
as  to  any  practicable  diminution  of  the  expences 
of  the  hofpital,  The  committee  reported  that 
any  further  redu&ion  in  the  number  of  officers 
in  the  hofpital  (who  were  then  fix  in  number, 
the  fecretary.  Steward,  apothecary,  matron,  clerk, 
and  fchool  matter)  could  not  be  made,  unlefs 
by  a  confolidation  of  the  functions  of  any  two 
officers  ;  a  meafure  which  the  general  court  did 
not  then  approve,  but  the  trial  of  which  was 
afterwards  made  in  1780,  by  uniting  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  clerk  and  Steward  in  the  perfon 
of  Mr.  Biggs.  The  confolidation  was  then  of 
very  Short  continuance.  Since  that  time,  how¬ 
ever,  the  union  of  the  two  offices  of  fecretary 
and  Steward  has  been  made,  and  continues 
without  any  inconvenience,  in  the  perfon  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Merry  Weather*.  The  number  of  fervants  in 
the  hofpita!  had  been  reduced  from  fifty  to  thirty- 
two  5  in  which  number  were  included  (that 
which  is  common  to  all  public  eflabli foments) 
fome  aged  perfons,  whp  having  fpent  their  bed: 
days  in  the  laborious  work  of  the  houfe,  re¬ 
mained  there  as  an  afyjum  ;  and  (what  is  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  Foundling)  fever  al  of  thofe  unfortu- 
nate  perfons,  whq  had  been  taken  in  during 
the  period  of  general  reception,  and  who,  by 
reafon  of  mental  or  bodily  defe£fs,  were  inca¬ 
pable  of  being  placed  out  in  the  world ;  and 
could  therefore  render  but  a  very  imperfect  fer- 
vice  in  the  hofpitah  This  part  of  the  eftablifh- 
ment,  and  the  expence  of  the  kitchen  garden, 
it  was  apprehended,  could  not  be  leffened  f  . 

To 

*  Upon  his  death,  in  the  beginning  of  March  1799# 
a  further  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  fecretary’s 
falary,  and  in  the  appointment  of  the  cierk ;  for  which 
laft  duty  only  occafional  affiftance  is  now  engaged, 
without  refidence  or  board  in  the  houfe.  A  fimilar 
arrangement  had  been  made  upon  the  late  apothecary's 
refignation,  in  November  1797.  The  faving  in  the 
three  appointments  is  about  iool.  a  year  to  the  charity* 
f  Since  the  publication  of  the  iff  edition  of  this  ac¬ 
count,  a  kitchen  has  been  fitted  up  at  the  Foundling 
Hofpital,  upon  the  plan,  and  under  the  dire&ion,  of 
Count  Rmnibrd*  It  has  now  been  in  conftant  and 

daily 


44 


Account  of  the  Foundling  Hoj[iital\ 


To  diminifft  the  charge  of  repairs,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  employ  a  regular  furveyor ;  and  the 
medicinal  fervice  of  the  hofpital  was  referred  to 
future  confideration. 


The  object  of  thefe  fheets  is  to 

Projeft  of  a  r 

fcbooi.  Prefent 

no  other  intereft  than  what  it  derives 
from  the  fubjedt,  of  the  meafures  which  have* 
at  different  periods,  either  been  adopted  or  re¬ 
jected  by  the  founders  and  friends  of  the  cha¬ 
rity  ;  and  to  remind  the  governors  of  the  neceff 

daily  life  for  three  years ;  and,  the  direklion^  with  regard 
ta  the  quantity  of  fuel  having  been  JlriSfly  adhered  to ,  it  has 
keen  found  to  anjwer  very  completely.  The  faving  in  coals 
to  the  charity  has  been  25  chaldron  a  year.  Two  cooks 
were  employed  before,  and  in  very  warm  fervice  ;  there 
is  now  only  one,  and  (the  firft  inftrudtion  properly  at¬ 
tended  to)  the  finds  it  an  eafy  duty.  The  iron  work  re¬ 
quires  occafionally  fome  repair;  but  not  fo  much  as  the 
old  kitchen  did,  or  fo  much  as  would  be  required  by  apy 
common  kitchen,  from  whence  250  per  Tons  were  to  be 
fupplied  with  their  daily  food.  During  the  prefent  warm 
weather,  the  flues  retain  the  heat  fo  well,  that  half  a 
peck  of  coals,  with  cinders,  is  as  much  as  is  now  ufed 
for  either  the  boiler  or  roafter.  In  winter  it  amounts  to 
about  a  peck  of  coals,  of  the  inferior  and  fmaller  fort* 
that  will  not  burn  in  common  fires. 

19  June,  1799, 


a  detail,  poffefling  probably 
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tity  of  frequently  recurring  to  firft  principles, 
and  of  correfting,  with  temper  and  attention, 
the  defers  and  abufes  which  will  attend  the 
progrefs  of  every  human  eftablifhment.  A 
work  of  this  kind,  if  prepared  with  any  degree 
of  induitrv,  muft  have  the  merit  of  colleftim* 
together,  tor  the  convenience  of  the  prefent 
and  future  guardians  of  the  hofpital,  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  experience  and  information 
of  their  predeceflbrs.  In  this  view  many  things. 
In  themfelves  trifling,  acquire  an  Interefl  from 
fituation  and  confequences.— Mufic  had  been 
a  fourceof  very  conliderable  benefit  to  the  cha¬ 
rity;  and,  by  the  benevolence  of  Mr.  Handel, 
very  large  turns  had  been  added  to  the  funds  of 
the  corporation.  In  July  1774,  Doftor  Burney 
and  Mr.  Giardini  prefented  to  the  general  court 
a  plan  for  eflablifhing  a  public  mufic-fchool  at 
the  hofpital ;  a  plan  which  pro  mi  fed  confider- 
able,  though  no  immediate,  advantage  to  the 
charity.  The  propofal  was  accepted;  a  fub* 
fcription  roll  opened  for  donations,  and  a  fpecial 
committee  appointed  to  arrange  and  execute 
‘the  meafure.  An  adjourned  court,  however, 
was  held  that  day  fortnight,  and  the  claufe  in 
the  aft  of  parliament  read,  authorizing  the 
corporation  to  detain  and  employ  the  children 

in 
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m  any  fort  of  labour  or  manufacture ;  and  it  ap¬ 
pearing  to  the  general  court,  that  mufic  was  fi ot 
either  a  labour  or  manpfafture,  the  plan  was  * 
reje&ed,  as  not  warranted  by  the  a6t  of  par- 
li  ament. 


.Regulations  as  The  infirmary  of  the  hofpital 

Ih^chUdren^fn  had>  bX  a  refoluti«n  of  June  1755, 
J7%9*  been  direflgd  to  be  placed  in  the 

weftern  wing,  at  the  louth  end  of  the  upper 
floor.  By  fubfequent  refolutions  different  fitua- 
tions  were  appointed  for  it;  and  as  is  ufual 
■where  there  are  ^various  meafures  and  various 
dire&ions,  without  any  fixed  or  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fubjefl,  it  had  at  length  funk 

*  This  may  be  a  proper  fubjeCI  for  reconfideration. 
The  fcheme,  as  then  offered,  feems  to  have  been  chiefly 
exceptionable,  becaufe  the  projectors  extended  it  too  far. 
How  far,  cannot  now  be  precifely  ftated,  as  the  plan 
was  returned  to  the  projectors,  and  no  copy  kept. —  A 
mufical  fchool  within  the  hofpital,  for  the  children  in¬ 
capable  of  any  other  means  of  livelihood,  might,  under 
proper  limitations,  prove  a  benefit  to  the  funds  of  the 
hofpital,  and  a  fource  of  ineftimable  charity  ;  by  giving 
comfort  and  independence  to  any  of  the  hofpital  children, 
whofe  fight  may  fail,  and  in  fome  cafes  to  children  de¬ 
prived  of  fight,  the  peculiarity  of  whofe  diftrefs  (like 
that  of  the  blind  orphan  very  lately  admitted)  may  in- 
title  them  to  the  protection  of  the  charity. 


into 
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Into  a  low  damp  confined  building,  near  the 
hofpital  gate ;  deftitute  of  convenience ;  inca¬ 
pable  of  feparate  accommodation  for  the  fiexes ; 
and  bidding  defiance  to  medical  {kill,  to  reftore 
the  inhabitants  to  the  free  air  and  healthy  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  hofpital. — Hopelefs  labour  is  gene¬ 
rally  void  of  exertion.— In  the  prefent  inftance, 
the  unfavourable  fituation  of  the  infirmary  Teems 
to  have  produced  an  extraordinary  effebt  of  .in¬ 
attention  and  want  of  cleanlinefs  in  thofe  who 
had  the  care  of  it;  and  this,  and  the  other  evils 
attending  the  feite  of  the  infirmary,  being  In- 
creafed  by  two  epidemical  diforders  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1789,  the  quarterly  court  referred  the  whole 
to  the  inveftigation  of  the  general  committee ; 
the  refult  of  which  was  a  fyftematic  regulation 
as  to  the  cleanlinefs,  management,  and  diet  of 
the  children ;  which  has  been  lince  very  well 
obferved:— the  ejftablifhment  of  a  regular  vi filia¬ 
tion  of  the  hofpital ;  and  the  reftoration  of  the 
infirmary  to  its  originally  intended  feite ;  a 
change  which  has  operated  as  a  charm  on  the 
fick  lift  of  the  hofpital,  and  reduced  it  to  half 
of  its  former  average. 

The  great  objeft  of  enquiring  Rcport  3S  (0  (he 
into  the  income  and  expenditure  of  finances  in 
the  hofpital,  from  the  time  of  the  I/9~* 
laft  parliamentary  grant,  was  at  the  fame  time 
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referred  to  a  fpecial  committee  of  five  govern¬ 
ors;  who  in  June  1790,  prefented  their  report 
on  the  fubjeCt  to  the  general  court;  and  orders 
were  made,  in  confequence,  to  bring  the  ex* 
penditure  within  the  income  of  the  hofpital. 


Plan  of  build-  To  the  plan  of  re-eftahlifhing  the 
mg  refumed.  £nances?  ancj  perpetuating  the  funds 

of  the  charity,  by  granting  building  leafes,  ob¬ 
jections  had  always  been  made,  which,  for  a 
feries  of  years,  had  prevented  the  Improvement 
of  the  hofpital  eftate. — The  original  price  of 
that  eftate,  containing  fifty-fix  acres  of  land, 
purchafed  of  the  Earl  of  Salifbury  in  1740,  after 
allowing  for  his  benevolence  of  500/.  amounted 
to  6500/.  Of  that  land,  nearly  ten  acres  had 
been  occupied  by  the  fcite  and  conveniences  of 
the  hofpital;  the  addition  of  as  much  more,  in 
the  areas  of  the  fquares  and  fpaces  immediately 
furrounding  the  hofpital,  is  the  leaf!  quantity 
that  has  ever  been  propofed  to  be  left  uncovered 
by  buildings:  fo  that  the  hofpital,  in  any  event, 
was  to  hand  in  the  centre  of  twenty  acres  of 
ground.  From  the  remaining  thirty-fix  acres, 
the  zeal  and  fanguine  hopes  of  fome  of  the  go¬ 
vernors  had  induced  them  to  expeft  to  fecure 
to  the  charity  an  annual  income,  not  much  in¬ 
ferior 
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ferior  to  the  original  price  of  the  fee  Ample  of 
the  whole  eftiate.  Reafons,  however,  had  al¬ 
ways  occurred  to  prevent  the  charity  receiving 
the  benefit  of  this  addition  to  its  funds  ;  reafons, 
which  tho  they  would  not  have  influenced 
for  a  moment  the  concerns  of  an  individual, 
were  neverthelefs  faid  to  be  intitled  to  weight 
with  the  guardians  of  a  public  truft ;  and  which, 
for  a  fueceflion  of  years,  continued  to  have  the 
effeft  of  deferring  the  improvement  of  the  cor- 
poration  eftate.  However,  in  May  1785,  the 
governors  being  alarmed  by  the  circumflance  of 
the  expenfes  of  the  hofpital  having  for  fome 
time  exceeded  the  income,  a  committee  of  en¬ 
quiry  was  appointed;  and,  in  March  1786, 
after  a  paufe  of  above  ten  years,  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  improvement  of  their  eftate  was  re¬ 
fumed  ;  and  a  fpecial  committee  directed  to  make 
a  furvey  of  the  ground  belonging  to  the  corpo^ 
ration,  and  to  recommend  fome  plan  of  build¬ 
ing  thereon  to  the  general  court.  In  March 
1787,  the  general  committee  was  empowered 
to  receive  propofals,  for  taking  any  part  of  the 
hofpital  land  on  building  leafes:  a  power  that 
was  recalled  by  the  next  court ;  which  refolved, 
that  “  to  ere£t  any  building  on  the  lands  be- 
longing  to  the  hofpital,  on  which  no  buildings 

D  “  were 
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**  were  then  ere£hed,  by  which  a  free  and  open 
44  circulation,  of  air  was  then  enjoyed  by  the 

children  of  the  hofpital,  would  be  detrimental 
44  to  their  health,  and  contrary  to  the  original 
44  Inilkuilon  of  the  charity - 

The  authors  of  this  refolution  feem  to  have 
prefiimed,  that  an  original  intention  of  ufing,  or 
not  ufing,  brick  and  mortar,  had  made  part  of 
the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the  charity; 
and,  in  the  centre  of  a  dry  and  elevated  fit  na¬ 
tion  of  twenty  acres  of  ground,  trembled  for 
•the  noxious  influence  of  confined  air  on  the 
health  of  the  children.  The  refolution,  how¬ 
ever,  met  the  fate  it  deferred.  It  was  refcinded 
at  the  next  meeting;  and,  in  December  1787, 
it  was,  refolved  that ,  fuch  part  of  the  eftate,  as 
laid  fmith  of,  and  adjoining  to,  the  road  leading 
•from  the  gates  of  the  hofpital  to  Gray’s- Inn- 
Lane,- ihould  be  let  on  building  leafes:  and  the 
general  committee  was  defired  to  advertife  the 
lame ;  and  to  lay  all  propofals,  which  they 
•iliould  receive  relating  thereto,  before  the  next 
•court.— This  was  confirmed  in  March  1788: 
and  the  ground  of  the  hofpital  was  then  or¬ 
dered  to  be  advertifed  generally,  to  be  let  on 
building  leafes,  and  the  moil  fpeedy  and  effec¬ 
tual 
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tual  meafures  to  be  taken,  for  letting  the 
fame. 

‘  !  i 

In  April  1789,  with  a  view  of  proceeding  to 
build  on  the  weftern  part  of  the  eftate,  a  fpecial 
committee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  and  to  requeft  his  affiftance,  in 
promoting  the  intereft  of  the  charity,  in  their 
building  plan,  by  permitting  openings  into  his 
private  road.  To  this,  no  favourable  anfwer  be¬ 
ing  obtained,  the  general  committee  was,  in 
December  1789,  defired  to  proceed,  with  all 
poffible  difpatch,  in  canting  the  eaflern  part  of 
the  hofpital  land  to  be  flaked  out;  and  was 
empowered  to  treat  with  any  perfons  who  ffiould 
be  inclined  to  take  any  part  of  the  ground  on 
building  leafes. 

The  experience  of  fifteen  years  Building  corn- 

had  fhewn  the  impracticability  of  ™‘UecaPP03IU' 

r  J  ed  in  1790* 

executing  this  plan  of  improving 

the  funds  of  the  charity,  whilft  a  meafure* 

-  complicated  and  difficult  in  itfelf,  and  re« 
quiring  a  fixed  and  continued  attention,  was 
to  be  carried  into  efieCt  by  a  numerous  and 
fluctuating  body.  It  was  therefore  found  ne- 
ceffarv,  to  intruft  the  conduct  of  it  to  a  feleCt 
committee  of  five  perfons;  to  whom,  in  June 

D  2  1790' 
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1790*  It  was  referred,  to  take  fuch  fteps  as 
fliould  appear  neceilary,  for  carrying  into  exe¬ 
cution  the  refolutions  of  the  corporation,  for 
letting  the  land  adjoining  to  the  hofpital  on 
building  leafes  ;  and  to  report  their  proceedings 
to  the  next  Chrlftmas  Court* 

The  building  committee,  with  the  aid  of 
Mr.  Cockerell,  prepared  a  general  and  very 
full  report  on  the  fubjedt;  and  (in  cafe  of  the 
fuccefs  of  the  meafure)  ftated  the  probable  ac- 
ceffion  of  ground  rents  at  the  annual  fum  of 
at  leaft  4000/-  What  has  been  fmce  let  a- 
mounts  to  2008/.  Hr.  4 d.  a  year,  making, 
with  the  81/.  Sr.  before  let,  the  net  rental  of 
2089/.  17i.  4-d.— If  the  other  part  of  the  land 
can  be  as  fuccefsfuily  difpofed  of,  the  whole 
will  produce  a  clear  ground  rent  of  above  4000/. 
■a  yean 

At  a  fpecial  court,  held  on  the  26th  of 
January  1791,  a  plan,  prepared  by  Mr.  Merry- 
weather,  the  Secretary  of  the  hofpital,  and 
poileffing  confiderable  merit,  was  adopted  for 
the  propofed  buildings ;  in  which  the  opening 
of  Queen-fquare,  tho  with  fome  diminu¬ 
tion  in  the  amount  of  the  expedted  ground 

rents. 


Account  of  the  Foundling  HojJiitaL  53 

rents,  was  propofed  to  be  continued  of  the 
fame  width  over  the  eft  ate ;  a  benefit  which, 
after  every  effort  of  perfuafion,  the  proprietors 
of  that  fquare  *  have  declined  to  accept. 

In  June  1791  the  building  com-  P5a!1 

.  .  1  .  r  n  r  building  fuo 

tmttee  made  their  nrft  report  or  any  £eejSe 
land  let  by  them.  The  progrefs,  fince  that  time, 
has  been  regular  and  continued.  In  December 
1794,  they  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  reporting  to 
the  court  the  fuccefs  of  their  treaty  with  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  for  four  openings  into  his 
road  at  the  north  end  of  Southampton-row. 
The  confirmation  of  this  agreement  was  carried 
only  by  a  fmall  majority.  Its  effe£t  was  wholly 
to  remove  the  chief  objeftion  to  building  on 

%  The  refufal  of  the  ground  landlord  of  Queen- 
fquare,  to  content  to  the  union  of  that  fquare  with, 
the  Foundling  eftate,  was  reported  to  the  general 
court  in  March  1791.  The  defire,  however,  of  con- 
tinuing  the  opening  of  Queen-fquare  was  not  given 
up  till  December  1793;  when  an  advantageous  pro- 
pofal  being  made  for  the  ground  lying  north  of 
Queen-fquare,  and  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fquare,  in  confequence  of  a  meflage  from  the  building 
committee,  having  produced  no  alteration  of  opinion 
or  inclination  on  the  fubje^f,  the  ground  was  at  length, 
let  to  Mr,  Burton,  on  a  plan  as  favourable  as  well 
could  bc5  to  the  adjoining  fquare* 

D  3 
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the  hofpital  eftate:— its  pofle  fling  no  thorough¬ 
fare,  nor  any  immediate  communication  with 

J  V 

the  we  hern  part  of  the  town, 

Ot  the  ground  rents  of  the  land  already  let, 
amounting  to  2089/.  17r.  4 d.  there  is  already 
(befides  the  rent  now  received  for  brick  earth 
and  gravel,  which  has  been  from  600/.  to  800/. 
a  year)  the  annual  amount  of  976/.  4s.  10 d.  in 
a  courfe  of  a£tual  receipt;  and  the  remaining 
1113/.  12s.  6d.  will  commence,  according  to  the 
ufual  allowances  on  building  leafes,  part  of  it 
(294/.  Ms.  6d.)  before  the  end  of  the  prefent 
year,  and  the  reft  in  the  courfe  of  the  five  next 
years. — To  this  increafe  of  rental  it  is  no  in- 

J 

confiderable  addition,  that  the  obftacles,  to  the 
further  progrefs  of  improvement,  are  now  re¬ 
moved  :  and  that  the  expences,  attending  the 
meafure,  are  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  defrayed  by 
the  rents  and  profits  already  received.— — ■ 


“Reception  of  The  opening  the  gates  of  the  hofpital 

folders'  ancf  orP^an  and  neceflitous  children 

failors  in  of  foldiers  and  failors,  is  a  meafure 
B  794*  not  unprecedented  in  the  hiftory  of 

the  charity;  but,  tho  the  general  court  ex- 
ercifed  a  difcretion  of  admitting  them  even  to 

the 
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the  age  of  twelve  years*  yet*  by  a  fefolution  of 
the  lit  of  July  1761 ,  the  committee  was  re~ 
ilricted  from  receiving  any  fuch  child  above 
the  age  of  five  years ;  except*  as  it  was  foon 
after  modified*  in  particular  cafes*  which  the- 
committee  ihould  think  fit  to  make  the  fubjefit 
of  a  fpecial  report* 

In  January  1794*  a  court  was  fommoned  for 
the  confideration  of  this  fubjefif ;  and  It  was  re- 
folved,  that  6e  admitting  Into  the  hofpita!  the 
expofed  and  neceffitous  children  of  foldiers 
and  feamen*  who  are*  have  been*  or  fhall 
be*  employed  In  the  fervice  of  their  country* 
during  the  prefent  wfar*  will  be  productive 
u  of  confiderable  advantages  to  the  public ; 

by  holding  out  an  'encouragement  to  the 
“  brave  and  meritorious  fubjefits  engaged  in- 
*£  the  public  fervice*  and  fecuring  an  objefit  of 
££  great  Importance  to  the  community  at  all 
^  times*  but  particularly  at  prefent ;  viz,  the 
£<  prefervi'ng  the  lives  of*  and  training  up  In 
<e  the  habits  of  induflry*  virtue*  and  religion* 
“  infants  In  the  Inferior  daffies  of  fociety.”— 
And  the  general  committee  was  authorized  to 
admit  as  many  fuch  children*  not  exceeding  five 
■years  of  age*  as  “  the  funds  of  the  charity* 

“  together 
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£f  together  with  any  additional  aids  that  may 
“  be  furniihed  by  the  liberality  of  the  public, 
will  enable  them  to  maintain,  confident  with 
a  proper  degree  of  attention  to  the  other 
“  deferving  objects  of  the  charity.” 

It  were  much  to  be  wiflied, 
Up0n  jt%  that  this  wile  and  benevolent  re- 

folution  could  be  carried  to  a 
greater  extent,  and  with  more  effect,  than  it 
has  yet  been  ;  and  that  a  part  of  the  benefit 
of  the  increafing  funds  of  the  hofpital  (fo  far 
as  may  bp  done  without  injuftice  to  other  ob¬ 
jects)  fliould  be  permanently  fixed,  as  the  pe¬ 
culiar  right  of  the  children  of  the  defenders 
of  their  country :  For,  exclufive  of  national  and 
general  views,  and  whether  the  merit  or  the  ne- 
eejjity  of  the  cafe  is  to  be  the  fubjeft:  of  con- 
fideration,  no  child  can  have  a  better  title  to 
admittance  into  a  national  eftablifhment. — It  is 
the  obfervation  of  a  very  eminent  political  writer. 
Dr.  Adam  Smith,  when  he  is  fpeaking  of  fob 
diers  marriages,  that  “  fo  far  from  recruiting 
their  regiment,  they  have  never  been  able  to 
i(  fupply  it  with  drums  and  fifes,  from  all  the 
«  foldiers  children  that  were  bom  in  it.  A 
f*  greater  number  of  fine  children,  however, 

“  i$ 
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**  is  feldom  feen  any  where  than  about  a  bar- 
*■*  rack  of  foldiers.  Very  few  of  them,  it 
feems,  arrive  at  the  age  of  thirteen  or  four- 
teen.” 

There  is  certainly  no  general  fituation,  in 
which  human  nature  has,  in  the  early  period  of 
life,  a  more  fevere  and  unequal  contefi:  for  pre- 
fervation. —  But  there  is  another  benefit  of  our 
charity,  to  a  participation  of  which  the  fituation 
of  a  foldier’s  child  gives  it  the  ftrongeft  claim  ;  — 
the  advantages  of  a  virtuous  and  religious  edu- 

O  Q 

cation.  For,  pafs  the  age  of  infancy  fup- 
pofe  a  conteft  for  exiftence,  at  firft  apparently 
hopelefs,  to  be  finally  determined  in  favour  of 
the  child:— this  nurfling  of  the  camp  can  have 
little  or  no  advantage  of  example  or  inftru&ion  ; 
but  is  unfortunately  contaminated  by  the  vices 
of  a  foldier,  before  he  is  capable  of  his  virtues. 
Whether,  therefore^  the  merit  and  Situation  of  the 
parent ,  or  the  hopes  and  welfare  of  the  chid \ 
are  to  be  confidered,  it  appears  to  me  that  in¬ 
fants  of  foldiers,  whofe  parents  are  in  the  ao 
.  tual  fervice  of  their  country,  have,  of  all  claims* 
one  of  the  ftrongeft,  to  admittance  into  the 
Foundling  Hofpital  ^ — the  parent  retaining,  as 
in  other  cafes,,  the  power  of  reclaiming  the  chiid^ 

whenever* 
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whenever,  on  account  of  the  termination  of  the 
war,  of  fuccefs  and  advancement  m  life,  or  any 
other  circomftanee,  lie  iliall  be  defirous  and 
capable  of  maintaining  it. 

What  has  been  faid*  is  applied  merely  to  In* 
tints,  whole  parents  are  living  kr  the  fen/ice  of 
their  country.  But  for  the  child  whofe  father 
—or  perhaps  both  Ms  parents,  have  perifhecl  m 
the  field  $. — his  fettlement  and  connexions  diff 
taut  or  unknown  -—where  can  the  poor  orphan 
look  for  frefervation  and  infimXion,  but  to 
feme  national  eftablifhment,  like  the  Foundling 
Hoipita!  ?  If  this  is  not  an  exposed  iia 
®.E  seete.o  c'h i  l i>,  infilled  by  its  own  difirefs^ 
and  its  father's  ferviees ,  to  -the  peculiar  protec* 
ties  of  its  country,  it  fhould  feern  that  no  fucb 
cafe  can  exifL 

I  am  aware,  that  it  may  be  objected,  that 
feme  of  thefe  children  may  not  come  p recite ly 
within  the  fcope  of  the  infti-tution ;  and  that  the 
funds  of  the  charity  are  not  adequate  to  all  the 
objects  of  this  clafs,  that  might  offer  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  thefe,  which  are  the  fubjecis  of  ordinary 
relief.  Thefe,  however,  are  only  objections  to 
its  being  extended  to  a  degree  commenfurate 
r  with 
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with  our  wiOies ;  and  the  reply  is,  that,  if  the 
whole  cannot  be  done,  let  it  be  done  in  part  ; 
and  let  a  portion  of  that  income,  which  we 
have  been  labouring  to  increafe,  be  appro¬ 
priated  to  fo  excellent  a  purpofe.  If,  in  aid 
of  our  prefent  endeavours,  the  public  or  indi¬ 
vidual  benevolence  comes  forward,  and  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  any  other  fund,  formed  for  fimilar 
purpofes,  dial!  think  proper  to  lend  their  af- 
fiftance,  the  fyftem  may  very  foon  be  extended*, 
as  far  as  will  be  neceffary. 


The  objeCt  of  the  foregoing  detail  will  be  an- 
fwered,  if  it  contribute  in  any  degree  to  the  bet¬ 
ter  management  of  the  charity, — to  the  fy he¬ 
matic  improvement  of  its  funds,  — and  to  a  wife 
and  practicable  economy  in  the  application  of 
them  ;  fo  as  to  make  them  a  benefit  both  to  the 
nation,  and  to  the  individuals  of  which  it  is 
compofed.— In  this  labour  let  the  ftfenuous  ex¬ 
ertions  of  every  one  be  united  ;  and  the  bleffing 
of  him  that  was  ready  to  perifh,  fhal!  come 
upon  them*  • 

Foundling ,  26  March  1796, 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


Frogrefs  .  of  HE  progrefs  of  the  buildings 


on  which  was  placed  the 


chief  dependence  for  the  reiteration  of  the 
finances  of  the  hofpital,  has  been  unavoidably 
retarded  by  the  war.  But  tho9  retarded*  it  has 
not*  as  upon  other  eftates,  been  materially  ob- 
itrufted,  or  entirely  fufpended*  Handfome  edi¬ 
fices*  and  a  refpeftable  neighbourhood*  have  been 
gradually  formed  on  the  Foundling  eftate,  in 
defpight  of  the  difadvantages  refulting  from 
the  prefent  fituation  of  this  country,  and  of  all 
Europe,  The  fpirit  and  the  refources  of  the 
builders,  and  particularly  of  one  a£tive  and  intel¬ 
ligent  perfqn,  more  deeply  engaged  in  the  under¬ 
taking  have  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
work:  and  their  exertions  have  been  encouraged 
and  promoted  by  every  affiftance  and  attention  op 
the  part  of  the  governors,  who  have  tully  felt 
how  much  the  effential  interefts  of  the  charity 
are  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  builders. 
The  advantages  and  eligibility  of  the  fituation 
are  now  fo  well  known,  and  the  character  of 
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the  buildings  f©  well  eftablifhed,  that  little  doubt 
can  be  entertained  of  the  complete. fuccefs  of 
the  plan,  to  the  extent  Hated  in  December 
1790,  in  the  firft  report  of  the  building  Com- 
mitteCo 


,  r  ,  The  gradual  reftoration  of  the 
Increafe  m  the  ° 

number  of  chii-  finances  ot  the  hofpita],  &nd  the 
dreoe  iate  increafe  of  benefaftions  and. 

legacies,  have  enabled  the  governors  to  re¬ 
place  ftock  which  they  had  been  compelled  to 
fell  for  the  maintenance  of  the  children,  to  fet 
about  that  general  and  thorough  repair  of  the 
hofpital,  which  it  had  long  wanted,  to  liquidate 
their  outhanding  debts,  and  at  the  fame  time 
gradually  to  increafe  the  eftablifhment  of  their 
children,  with  a  profpedi  of  a  further  augmen¬ 
tation.  In  March  laft  (1799)  at  the  genera! 
court  they  gave  notice,  that  the  funds  of  the 
charity  were  fo  far  in  a  Hate  of  improvement, 
as  to  enable  them  to  make  a  further  increafe 
in  their  number  of  children ;  and  that  they 
were  defirous  of  extending  its  benefits  to  as 
many  helpkfs  and  deferving  objects,  as  its  pre- 
fent  funds,  or  any  future  increafe,  would  enable 
them.  They  therefore  directed  the  general 
committee  to  report,  in  future,  to  every  quar¬ 
terly 
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terly  court,  how  far  the  benefactions  and  lega¬ 
cies  given  to  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  and  the 
progreffive  increafe  of  the  building  rents  on  the 
hofpital  eftate,  will  juftify  an  extenfion  of  the 
benefits  of  this  charity,  to  a  greater  number  of 
helplefs-  and  deferving  perfons.  And  (in  order 
to  open  the  doors  equally  and  impartially  to  all 
proper  objects)  the  general  court  directed  that 
public  notice  be  given,  that  there  are,  at  pre- 
fent,  vacancies  for  feveral  children,  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Foundling  Hofpital that  the 
ordinary  age  of  reception  (except  in  very  par¬ 
ticular  cafes)  is  within  twelve  months  from  the 
birth;  that,  in  order  to  the  reception  of  the  child, 
the  previous  good  character  and  the  prefent  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  mother,  and  the  defertion  of  the 
father,  muft  be  enquired  into;  and  alfo,  whether 
the  reception  of  the  child,  together  with  the 
fecrecy  obferved  as  to  the  misfortune  of  the 
mother,  will  be  attended  with  the  confequence 
of  her  being  replaced  in  a  courfe  of  virtue, 
and  in  a  way  of  obtaining  an  honed  livelihood  ;—~ 
that,  where  thefe  concurrent  circumfiances  can 
be  afcertained  on  the  teftimony  of  credible 
perfons,  the  unfortunate  mother  is  requefted 
to  apply  hcrfelf,  with  her  own  petition;  and  to 
be  afiured  that  both  recommendation  and  patron¬ 


age 
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a ge  will  be  unnecefifary  and  ufelefe. — It  was  at 
at  the  fame  time  notified,  that  the  general  com¬ 
mittee  coaa-tinnsed  to  fit  for  examination  of  peti¬ 
tions  for  admiilion  of  children  every  Wednef- 
day  morning j  preelfely  at  ten  o’clock, 

'The  mon tidy  reception  for  chi- 
pmeg-  ;£jren  af  ^h-e  Foundling  Hofpital  in 

tK2>n,  o  43  1 

London  is  on  Saturday  at  noon  5 
the  circuniJiance-s  of  each  cafe  having  been  in- 
vefeigated  and  alcertained  during  the  preceding' 
month  5  and  wet-mirfes  font  up  fey  the  infpedfors 
m  the  country  for  each  of  the  children  to  fee 
admitted.  The  age  of  admittance  is,  generally, 
within  fix  weeks  from  the  birth:  and,  milefs  m 
fome  very  few  cafes  of  peculiar  difhrefe,  is  li¬ 
mited  by  the  rules  of  the  charity  to  twelve 
months. 

t 

^  '■  'The  children  are  publicly  chriftened 

C  ire  of  tr-e  1  j 

dbildrea  at  ^>e  oext  day,  in  the  Foundling 

unsrfe.  chapel,  -during  the  Sunday  evening 
fervice  9  and  on  Monday  morning  they  are  con¬ 
veyed  under  the  care  of  their  rmrfes,  to  their 
refpeSive  cottages,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
infpedfors,  about  20  or  30  miles  from  London, 
ffare  is  taken  that  no  nurfe  ftialJ  have  mere 

than 
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than  one  wet-nurfe  child  at  a  time  ;  and  in  cafe 
of  the  death  of  a  child*  the  nurfe,  by  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  the  charity,  is  not  to  be  intruded 
with  another  child ;  unlefs,  upon  enquiry  as  to 
the  attention  Hie  has  paid  it,  the  circumftances 
appear  to  be  very  favorable  to  her.  The  nurfe 

X 

is  allowed  three  (hillings  a  week  ;  and,  if  the 
child  is  living  at  the  end  of  the  firft  year,  (lie  is 
antitied  to  a  reward  of  ten  (hillings.  The  mor¬ 
tality  among  the  children  at  nurfe  is  very  fmall*, 
compared  with  that  of  infants  in  almoft  any 
other  fituation  of  life. 

The  children,  till  about  four  years  of  age* 
continue  with  their  nurfes,  in  their  cottages ; 
under  the  daily  obfervance  and  controul  of  the 
infpe&or,  in  whofe  neighbourhood  they  live, 
and  from  whom  they  receive  their  weekly  ah 

#  It  appears,  by  reference  to  the  books  of  the  hofpital, 
that  there  has  been  (ince  the  end  of  the  year  1770,  the 
number  of  1684  children  received  into  the  hofpital,  of 
whom  482  children  died  under  the  age  of  twelve  months, 
being  rather  more  thaa  the  proportion  of  one  in  four. 
The  prefent  management  and  care  of  the  children  is 
snore  fuccefsful ;  the  average  of  thofe  who  have  died 
under  twelve  months  in  the  preceding  ten  years,  being 
©nly  one  in  fix  5  and,  for  the  lad  four  or  five  years,  even 
lefs  than  that  proportion. 


lowance ; 
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lowance;  and  fubjeft  to  frequent  vifits  by  per- 
fons  fent  down  occafionally,  and  without  notice, 
by  the  general  committee  of  the  hofpitah  A 
written  report  is  made  by  fuch  vifitor  of  the 
date  of  health  and  condition  of  each  particular 
child  by  name  ;  which  report  is  read  at  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  regularly  filed  among  the  papers  of 
the  charity. 

At  the  age  of  four  years  the  chib  Employment 
.  °  ,  t  i  r  •  i  of  the  children. 

dren  are  returned  to  the  hoipital. 

They  are  then  (if  not  fooner)  inoculated,  and 
placed  in  the  fchools ;  where  they  are  gradually 
accuftomed  to  regular  and  early  habits  of  order 
and  attention;  the  leflfer  children  being  occa- 
fionally  let  out  to  play,  during  the  fchool  hours. 
They  rife  at  fix  o’clock  in  fu miner,  and  at  day- 
light  m  winter ;  part  of  them  being  employed 
before  breakfaft:  in  drefling  the  little  children,  in 
cleaning  about  the  houfe,  and  the  boys  in  work¬ 
ing  a  forcing  pump,  which  fupplies  all  the  wards, 
and  every  part  of  the  hofpital,  abundantly  with 
water.  At  half  pad  feven  they  breakfaft,  and 
at  half  after  eight  go  into  fchool,  where  they 
continue,  the  boys  till  twelve,  and  the  girls  a 
little  later.  At  one  o’clock  they  dine  ;  and  re¬ 
turn  to  fchool  at  two,  and  day  there  till  five  in 

E  fummer. 
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dimmer,  and  in  winter  till  dulk;  except  on 
Saturdays,  when  they  have  a  half  holiday. 
They  are  alfo  indrudted  in  fingiog  the  Found¬ 
ling  hymns  and  anthems,  and  in  their  catechifm ; 
and  are  occafionally  employed  in  and  about  the 
houfe  during  play  hours.— At  lix  o’clock  in  the 
evening  they  fup,  and  at  eight  go  to  bed. 

With  regard  to  the  employment  of  the  boys, 
the  little  ones  knit  the  dockings  that  are  wanted 
for  the  children  in  the  houfe  :  the  elder  boys,  in 
their  turns,  work  in  the  garden,  and  afTifl  as 
fervants  in  their  own  (the  wedern)  wing,  and 
in  working  the  pump,  and  cleaning  the  court¬ 
yard  and  chapel.  They  are  all  taught,  and 
make  a  prodciency  in,  reading,  writing,  and 
accounts.  Different  occupations  and  manufac¬ 
tures  for  the  boys  have  been,  at  times,  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  hofpital.  The  lad  that  has  been 
tried  with  much  effect  and  continuance, has  been 
the  fpinning  of  worded  yarn.  It  was  however 
attended  with  this  inconvenience,  that  the  boys 
who  had  been  fo  employed,  were  not  fo  much 
in  requed  as  apprentices,  and  were  not  placed 
out  fo  fpeedily,  or  fo  well,  as  thofe  whofe  writ¬ 
ing,  reading,  and  accounts  had  been  more  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  who  had  been  occafionally  em¬ 
ployed  about  the  houfe  and  garden.  It  ihould 

be 
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explained,  that  no  apprentice  fee  is  given  with 
the  children,  and  that  the  (It nation,  in  which 
the  boys  are  very  frequently  placed,  is  with 
London  (hop-keepers  3  to  whom  their  being 
able  to  write  and  keep  accounts,  is  of  confider- 
able  importance :  and  it  may  be  hated,  as  a  ge¬ 
neral  pofition,  that  <c  youth  being  the  fchoolfor 
life,”  that  is  the  belt  occupation  for  young 
perfons,  which  fits  them  moft  completely  and 
effe  dually  for  their  future  duties  in  fociety;  no 
profit  being  in  general  to  be  made  from  the  la¬ 
bours  of  children  before  12  or  13  years  of  age, 
which  can  xompenfate  for  their  being  lefs 
adapted  at  that  period,  and  during  their  future 
life,  for  ufeful  and  aCtive  employment  in  the 
fituation  for  which  they  are  intended. — -The 
idea  of  manufactures  for  the  occupation  of  the 
boys  *  has  been,  after  fome  experience  and  com 
fideration,  given  up  at  the  Foundling, 

#  Thefe  obfervations  do  not  apply  to  the  fituation  of 
parifh  children  in  manufacturing  towns  5  for  there,  ma¬ 
nufacture  is  the  general  objeCt  of  their  deftination. — - 
But,  as  to  country  parifhes,  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed^ 
that  thofe  who  are  anxious  to  introduce  manu¬ 
factures  into  all  country  poor  houfes,  would  confider 
how  far  that  kind  of  domeftic  employment  may  unfit 
them  for  hujbandry ,  the  great  and  neceflary  occupation 
for  which  they  fhould  be  prepared, 

F  o 
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The  boys  and  girls  are  kept  entirely  feparate. 
—The  girls  are  divided  into  three  claffes,  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  three  different  miftreffes,  by 
whom  they  are  inftruQed  in  needlework  and 
reading.  The  elder  girls  are  alfo  employed  in 
houfehqld  work,  and  affift  as  fervants  in  the 
kitchen,  laundry,  and  other  rooms  in  the  eaftern 
wing  of  the  hofpitah  There  is  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  needlework  taken  in,  and  done  for 
hire,  at  the  hofpital;  befides  all  the  linen  and 
female  attire  of  the  children,  whether  in  the 
houfe,  or  at  nurfe.  The  average  annual  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  girls  work  (as  near  as  can  be  efti- 
mated)  is  12/.  each,  from  eleven  to  fourteen 
years  of  age  ;  and  that  of  the  little  girls  from  the 
age  of  feven  to  eleven  years,  2/.  13r.  for  each 
girl.  Under  the  age  of  feven  years,  little  o\‘ 
rip  yalue  can  be  fet  upon  their  yvork. 

At  12  or  13  years  of  age,  the 

dren  are  placed  boys  are  Put  out  apprentices  *, 
0ute  and  at  14  years  the  girls ;  whofe 

apprentice  fhip 

*  With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  thofe  received,  to 
thofe  a&ually  apprenticed,  it  appears,  by  reference  to 
the  books,  that  there  has  been  fince  the  end  of  the  year 
5770,  the  number  of  1666  received  into  the  hofpitaJ, 
and  965  children  apprenticed  out  to  different  trades  and 
fervices ;  befides  thofe  who,  on  account  of  imbecility  of 

mind 
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apprentice fhip  is  fome times  delayed  by  the 
greater  difficulty,  that  attends  the  procuring 
for  their  fex  proper  and  unexceptionable  fer- 
vices  in  London.  The  applications  for  appren¬ 
tices  always  exceed  the  number  of  children  to 
be  apprenticed,  notwithftanding  feveral  reftric- 
tive  regulations  adopted  by  the  corporation  with 
regard  to  placing  them  out.  No  child  is  ap¬ 
prenticed  except  to  an  houfekeeper;  a  very 
thrift  enquiry  being  previpufly  made  as  to  filia¬ 
tion  and  character.  No  girl  is  apprenticed  to 
an  unmarried  man,  npr  to  a  married  man,  un- 
lefs  the  wife  has  feen  the  girl,  and  has  expreffed 

her  concurrence  in  the  application.  Except  in 

* 

a  few  very  particular  cafes,  the  girls  are  never 
apprenticed  to  any  family  that  lets  lodgings, 
nor  unlefs  there  is  an  eftablifhed  fervant  regu¬ 
larly  engaged  in  the  houfe. 

During  the  time  of  apprenticefhip  the  chib 
dren  are  attended  to,  and  frequently  vifited ; 
the  girls  by  the  matron,  and  the  boys  by  the 
fchoolmalter.  The  general  committee  is  always 
ready  to  interfere  in  matters  between  the  ap¬ 
prentice  and  the  matter  or  mittrefs;  their  duty 

as  guardians  not  being  confidercd  as  difcharged, 

>  ■  '  ./  *  ' 

A* 

mind  or  body,  have  been  retained  or  employed  in  the 
houfe,  2i  Feb,  1797. 


until 
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until  after  the  termination  of  the  apprenticefhrp 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  The  laft  general 
enquiry  and  report  *  of  the  fituation  and  beha¬ 
viour 


*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report. —The  trea- 
furer  reported,  that  (with  the  afli fiance  of  Mr.  Atchifon, 
the  fchoolmafter,  and  alfo  of  Mrs.  johnfon,  the  ma¬ 
tron)  he  had  endeavoured  to  obtain  correct  information^ 
with  regard  to  the  fituation  and  behaviour  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  placed  oat  by  the  hofpital  ;  and  he  finds  that  there 
are  at  prefent  252  children  of  the  hofpital,  who  are  now 
ferving  their  apprenticefhips  5  of  whom  it  appears  (as 
far  as  the  fa£t  can  be  afeertained)  that  there  are  166 
doing  well,  and  giving  fatisfadlion  to  their  mailers  and 
sniftrefTes.  That  there  are  15,  of  the  remaining  86s 
who  have  turned  out  ill;  and  in  forne  inftances  merely 
from  their  own  bad  difpofitions  ;  but  in  many  others 
| in  a  great  degree)  from  the  impatience,  or  caprice  of 
their  mailers.  That,  of  the  remainder,  27  are  appren¬ 
ticed  to  refpedtable  perfons,  and  in  diftant  fituations, 
and,  not  having  been  the  fubjedt  of  any  complaint,  no 
information  has  been  lately  had  refpedting  them.  That 
there  are  23  others,  who  have  been  apprenticed  to  their 
own  relations,  and  may  therefore  be  confidered  as  placed 
again  under  the  care  of  their  parents  :  and  that  the  re¬ 
maining  2i,  though  not  free  from  blame,  feem  to  re¬ 
quire  only  proper  treatment  and  judicious  management 
to  make  them  good  fervants  :  it  appearing  that  they  have 
generally  improved  in  conduct  as  they  increased  in  years. 
He  has  the  pleafure  to  add,  that  the  proportion  of  good 
fervants  in  place,  and  of  induftrious  apprentices  in  trade., 
among  the  childien  of  the  Foundling,  appears  to  be  as 
great  as  from  any  other  clafs  of  young  perfons ;  but  that 

the 
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Hour  of  the  Foundling  apprentices  was  in  May 
1798,  when  the  refult  wTas  as  follows  : 


Doing  well,  -  -  166 

Have  turned  out  ill,  -  15 

In  diftant  fituations,  well  apprenticed, 

■and  no  complaint  -  27 

Apprenticed  to  their  owe  relations,  23 
Not  free  from  blame,  but  requiring 

judicious  management,  21 

Total  Foundling  apprentices  252 


There  was  a  period  when  the  proportionate 
mortality  in  the  hofpital  had  been  very  confider- 
able,  and  the  children  were  neither  healthy  in 
conftitution,  nor  promifing  in  afpect ;  but  that 
period  is,  I  truft,  entirely  paffed  by.— I  queftion 
whether  any  public  eftablifliment,  or  even  if 
private  families,  can  fhew  better  elTects  of  care 
and  attention  in  this  refpecl,  than  what  is  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  Foundling  Hofpital.  This  bli¬ 
the  few,  who  have  turned  out  ill,  being  more  the  obje-db 
of  enquiry,  have  attracted  more  attention,  than  the 
many,  who  act  fo  as  to  do  credit  to  the  charity  :  there 
being  many  refpectable  perfons,  at  prefent  in  London, 
married  and  fettled  in  bufinefs,  who  have  been  educated 
and  apprenticed  by  this  charity.  2  May,  ijq8, 

pro  vein  cut 
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provement  is  to  be  attributed  to  feveral  caufes; 
—to  the  removal  of  an  ill-placed  infirmary  to 
its  prefent  airy  and  healthy  fituation  ; — to  an  in- 
creafed  cleaniinefs  in  the  children  and  in  the 
houfe ;  and  to  fome  improvement  in  their  diet, 
and  (which  I  conceive  to  be  very  important  to 
children)  a  more  unreftrained  liberty  during 
their  hours  of  play  and  recreation.— I  repeat 
with  a  confirmed  and  moft  fatisfaclory  experi¬ 
ence,  what  I  have  hated  in  the  former  inftance, 
that  an  happier,  a  more  healthy,  or  a  more 

innocent  collection  of  beings  does  not  exit! 

*£  in  the  world,  than  is  to  be  found  within 

•  “  ■* 

the  walls  of  the  Foundling  HofpitaL” 

At  a  period  when  the  martial  fpi'rit  of  this 
country  was  excited,  and  a  firm  and  impreg¬ 
nable  barrier  formed  a^ainft  the  enemies  of 
our  free  conftitution,  it  has  been  a  fubjedl  ot 
no  fmall  fatisfadlion  to  the  Governors  of  the 
Foundling,  that  they  have  been  able  to  afford 
accommodation  to  two  affociated  corps,  equally 
refpedlable  in  rank,  in  property,  in  numbers, 
in  difeipline,  and  in  military  fpirit. 

The  field  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Hofpital, 
is  become  the  exercife  ground  of  the  Light 
Horfe  Volunteers  ;  and  the  area  in  front,  that 

of  the  Bloomfbury  and  Inns  of  Court  Affoci- 

ation. 
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ation.  The  latter,  upon  the  eonfecratlon  of 
their  colours  on  the  2d  Day  of  June  1798 * 
prefented  a  fplendid  and  gratifying  fight  to  an 
immenfe  concourfe  of  perfons,  affembled  in 
the  chapel  and  court-yard  of  the  HofpitaL 
The  fatisfaftlon  which  was  then  exprefled  by 
all  the  fpeftators,  could  only  have  been  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  the  delight  which,  upon  the  vifit 
of  their  Majefties  to  the  Foundling  on  this 
day,  has  been  felt,  not  only  by  every  one  in 
this  ho ufe,  but  by  a  great  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  who  have  attended  to  enjoy,  and 
to  increafe,  the  pleafure  of  the  fcene,  and 
the  fplendor  of  the  ceremony ;  a  delight 
which  has  pervaded  the  breads  of  thoufands 
of  loyal  fubjefts,  on  feeing  their  Sovereign, 
the  Father  and  Friend  of  his  Country, 
guarded  and  attended  by  the  love  and  venera¬ 
tion  of  a  grateful  and  happy  people. 

Foundlings  21  June5  1799* 
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